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1. Executive Summary 
 

 The following pre-application consultation report outlines the consultation process undertaken by 

Longburn Wind Farm Ltd, hereafter known as “the Applicant”, during the public consultation 

process undertaken before submission of a planning application for Longburn Wind Farm. 

Longburn Wind Farm Ltd is a wholly owned subsidiary of Burcote Wind Limited. 

 

 

 During the pre-application consultation process, the Applicant’s draft proposal for a wind farm at 

Longburn, near Carsphairn in Dumfries and Galloway, received a broad range of comments and 

feedback from the local community, which has influenced the final application as submitted. 

Levels of local support have been seen to increase since the beginning of the community 

consultation process and leading up towards submission of the application.  

 

 

 The Applicant has carried out an extremely thorough consultation process in relation to its 

Longburn wind farm proposal. As an energy generating project of greater than 50MW installed 

capacity, the Longburn application will be determined by Scottish Ministers under provisions in 

Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989, and as such there is no formal requirement to undertake a 

pre-application consultation exercise. However, The Applicant has met, and far exceeded, the 

consultation expectations for a ‘Major Development’
1
 under the Planning Acts.  

 

 

 The Applicant has used a variety of methods for engaging with the local communities close to the 

Longburn site. This has included: two rounds of public exhibitions, in October 2012 and May 

2013; face-to-face meetings and postal/email correspondence with stakeholders including local 

Community Councils and local ward councillors; the establishment of a dedicated project website 

containing news, technical reports, exhibition materials etc; the convening of a Community Liaison 

Group to act as a conduit to convey information between The Applicant and key community 

representatives and providing a forum for detailed discussions about the proposed community 

benefit fund with a view to developing a robust strategy for its eventual use should the proposal 

receive planning consent; posters, leaflets and newsletters distributed in the local area to update 

the community about the proposal and advertise events; public notices and press releases in the 

local media to keep the community informed. 

 

 

 At the time of submission, the Community Liaison Group had met on three occasions, and 

discussions were focused upon identifying local projects that the proposed Longburn community 

benefit fund could help tackle. This has taken the form of a draft Community Development 

Business Plan, attached as Appendix A. 

 

 

 Members of the project team have made themselves available at all times to respond to questions 

from members of the public, Community Councils and other organisations.  

 

 

 The Applicant has taken care to consult with near neighbours to the site. The company has 

maintained direct contact throughout the consultation process with the nearest site neighbours 

and has held a number of face-to-face meetings, as well as telephone and email dialogue.  

                                                           
1
 As defined in The Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 2009. 
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 The Applicant has discussed with the community the potential uses for a community benefit fund 

worth £5,000 per MW of installed capacity, equivalent to around £360,000 per year (or 

£9,000,000 over the 25 year lifetime of the project). Longburn Wind Farm Ltd is keen to ensure 

that a fund of this scale creates lasting economic regeneration in an area which currently suffers 

from relative geographic isolation and a declining population, as noted in the 1988 Carsphairn 

Community Council publication entitled “Carsphairn – ‘Facing the Crisis’.” This document was 

prepared as part of a submission to the then Regional Council’s Draft Stewartry Local Plan.  

 

 

 Priorities identified by the Community Liaison Group as potential areas to be supported by the 

community benefit fund include: maintaining local services which are crucial due to the rural 

location of the area; creating job opportunities for local people, not only to stimulate local 

economic growth, but also to encourage young families to stay in the area; affordable housing, 

largely to encourage young families to stay in the area; the tackling of fuel poverty; maintenance 

and improvement of public transport facilities; development of skills and education for young 

people in the area, helping them to access further education and training opportunities; the 

creation of a legacy fund to help the local community continue to develop long after the life of the 

wind farm; improved broadband to help local businesses develop and members of the local 

community to improve their computer skills; better access to social amenities e.g. village shop 

and/or tearoom and improved local tourism infrastructure to encourage visitors to the local area 

and help the local economy.  As Longburn would be located close to sites of important 

archaeological heritage and the route of the Southern Upland Way, the group has also discussed 

ways in which a) the cultural heritage of the archaeology can be preserved; and b) these features 

can be promoted to visitors, for instance via the provision of interpretation boards and pathway 

trails or suitable amenities for walkers such as a shelter or bothy. 

 

 

2. Introduction 

This Pre Application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared by Orbit Communications (PR 

and Public Affairs) Ltd on behalf of Longburn Wind Farm Ltd in relation to its application to the 

Scottish Government Energy Consents and Deployment Unit (ECDU) for consent (including deemed 

planning consent) for a 20-turbine (around 72MW) wind farm at Longburn, located near to the village 

of Carsphairn, Dumfries and Galloway. 

With an installed capacity above the 50MW threshold, the Longburn application is not determined by 

the local planning authority (in this case, Dumfries and Galloway Council (DGC)). Instead, due to the 

fact that the proposed development has an installed capacity more than 50MW, the application for 

consent (including deemed planning consent) is made to the Scottish Government with determination 

being made by the Scottish Ministers. The local planning authority is a statutory consultee along with 

other stakeholder organisations. Statutory consultees are consulted and requested to provide their 

response based upon their assessment of the application.  

The Applicant, in bringing forward the application, has undertaken extremely comprehensive 

community engagement around the application consistent with its ethos to be a best practice 

developer and to ensure that local communities have been able to input to its proposal. 

The community engagement around the Longburn project has gone far beyond the minimum statutory 

requirements for consultation expected of a Major Application under the Planning Acts. This report 
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outlines the activity undertaken, analyses the feedback received and details the outcome of the 

consultation in terms of alterations made to the project in light of feedback. 

2.1.  Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Requirements 

The following describes the statutory pre-application consultation requirements for Major applications 
submitted under the Planning Acts. This is provided by way of background to the consultation process 
that is expected of significant development proposals. While this applies to Major developments under 
the terms of the Planning Acts, the Applicant has applied this to the Longburn project as a measure of 
good practice. 
 
The statutory PAC requirements for a Major development proposal submitted under the terms of the 
Planning Acts are summarised as: 

 Consult every community council whose area is within or adjoins the land where the proposed 
development is situated; 

 Provide each relevant community council with the Proposal of Application Notice; 

 Hold at least one public event where comments can be made to the prospective applicant. The 
event should be designed to encourage meaningful participation; be reasonably accessible; and if 
appropriate take place on a number of dates, at different times and different places to maximise 
attendance; 

 Advertise the public event at least seven days in advance in a local newspaper (following the 
prescribed advertisement requirements); and 

 Collate a PAC Report in accordance with requirements to confirm that PAC has taken place in 
line with statutory minimum requirements and any further requirements set by the planning 
authority in response to the PAN 

 
This report demonstrates that the Applicant’s consultation in relation to the Longburn application has 

significantly exceeded the above. 

 

2.2. Background to the Longburn Wind Farm Application 

The Applicant has put forward proposals to develop a wind farm consisting of 20 turbines with an 
installed capacity of around 72MW at Longburn (capable of producing around 189,216 megawatt-
hours [MWh] annually), near Carsphairn in the Castle Douglas and Glenkens area in Dumfries and 
Galloway. 
 
The proposed wind farm, situated within the Castle Douglas and Glenkens ward of DGC, could power 
approximately 40,182 average Scottish households – the equivalent of 58% of all households in 
Dumfries and Galloway. 
 
It would also offset around 81,363 tonnes of Carbon Dioxide every year, reducing Dumfries and 
Galloway’s carbon footprint. 
 
The Applicant has confirmed that, as part of its proposals, it will create a community benefit fund 
worth around £360,000 per year, or £9,000,000 over the 25-year lifetime of the wind farm. The 
community benefit fund is calculated as a payment of £5,000 per megawatt (MW) of total installed 
generating capacity per year. The plans below show the site in relation to nearby settlements, and the 
proposed turbine layout on the site. Detailed copies are available in the Environmental Statement for 
the Longburn application prepared by WSP. 
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Figure 1: Site Location Plan 

 

 

Figure 2: Turbine Layout 
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2.3. Community Benefit Fund 

The Applicant places great significance on preparatory work with the local community concerned to 
develop a clear strategy for the deployment of Community Benefit Funds associated with its wind farm 
developments, with the principal aim that these funds should provide a catalyst for economic 
development within that community. 
 
The Community Benefit Fund has been calculated as a payment-per-megawatt (MW) of installed 
electricity generating capacity. The Applicant’s Community Benefit Funds pay an industry recognised 
£5,000 per MW, meaning that the Longburn fund would contribute around £360,000 per year, or 
£9,000,000 over the wind farm’s 25-year lifetime. 
 
A considerable amount of work has been carried out with the local community in advance of the 
submission of the application for the Longburn wind farm to ensure that, in the event of consent, the 
associated Community Benefit Fund delivers a lasting legacy to the local communities concerned.  
 
The Applicant wishes to ensure that the fund will not only provide funds to assist individual community 
projects, organisations and initiatives, but will provide the necessary resources to enable strategic 
initiatives that will deliver economic growth, job creation and skills development, as well as help 
address local social challenges such as fuel poverty, social housing shortages and helping older 
people live active lives in their own community. 
 
The Applicant has developed a package of measures in consultation with the local community to help 
them focus on four key areas where the Community Benefit Fund could meet these aims; these areas 
being economic growth, education, environment and skills. Alongside these, provision has also been 
made for the distribution of ad hoc micro-grants for smaller community projects. The Applicant 
believes these areas will ensure the community extracts maximum long-term benefit from the fund 
during the lifetime of the windfarm and beyond. 
 
The nearest major settlement to the project site is Carsphairn, in the Glenkens area of Dumfries and 
Galloway, which would benefit from strategic investment to grow the local economy, provide local 
amenities and regenerate the area. Through its early, and on-going, consultation with the local 
community, including the Community Council of Carsphairn, civic groups, education providers 
including Dumfries & Galloway College and local ward councillors, the Applicant believes that the 
Community Benefit Fund could be effectively used to deliver long-term socio-economic benefits to the 
local area. 
 
The Applicant’s discussions with the community thus far have elicited a number of ideas to help meet 
these strategic goals and make a significant contribution to the regeneration of the area, both during 
and beyond the anticipated lifetime of the wind farm. These have included: 
 

 improved transport links to tackle ‘rural isolation’ within the area;  

 funding for a local ‘skills hub’, potentially located at Dalry High school, with the possibility that the 

hub can also be used to deliver training and support for small businesses in the area; 

 the provision of bursaries and apprenticeships for local young people; 

 improved broadband infrastructure to improve internet connectivity for local households and 

businesses; 

 building the community’s internal capacity to provide direct help and support to its ageing 

population;  

 the development of affordable housing to help encourage young families to settle in the local 

area; 

 tackling fuel poverty, for example through local insulation initiatives or installation of solar panels; 

and; 
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 developing the local tourism industry, possibly through the employment of a community 

development officer; 

 enhanced presentation of local sites of archaeological interest to visitors, for instance through the 

provision of interpretation boards at the Longburn site. 

 
The Applicant will continue to work with the local community over the coming months while the 
application is considered and hopes to be able to provide more developed ideas along with more 
detailed figures on likely costs as these discussions progress in due course.  

 
2.3.1. Management Audit and Governance of the Community Benefit Fund 

The Applicant is keen to ensure that the Community Benefit Fund resulting from an approval for the 
Longburn project is properly managed and allocated in line with agreed criteria, with the local 
communities retaining ultimate control. 
 
To this end, the Applicant has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with Foundation 
Scotland (formerly Scottish Community Foundation) and intends to use that organisation’s skills and 
experience to provide governance and administration for a charitable trust that would be established 
to manage the Community Benefit Fund. Foundation Scotland’s role would to ensure that the 
supported projects were in keeping with the aims of the charitable trust. It would also provide external 
audit of funds to ensure compliance with all necessary regulations and to ensure that full records are 
kept. However, Foundation Scotland would not provide recommendations on fund allocation, this 
being left to the discretion of the local board of trustees established to manage the fund and 
determine its priorities. 
 
The Applicant envisages that the fund would be split into two different types of award. Annual sums of 
money would be awarded to Carsphairn Community Council, as the community council area that 
stands to be impacted by the proposal, to spend at their discretion through a system of ‘micro grants’. 
In addition, the majority of the funding would be allocated either towards long-term projects in a 
particular area, such as building projects mentioned below requiring several years of funding 
commitment, or to cross-regional priorities such as partnerships with local colleges to benefit people 
from across the wider Glenkens area. The Applicant would further propose that any residual funding 
each year is placed into an endowment scheme for future years to ensure that the Community Benefit 
Fund has an impact beyond the 25-year lifetime of the wind farm. 
 
The services provided by Foundation Scotland would be funded separately by the Applicant and 
would not be taken from the Community Benefit Fund itself. 
 
Below is a sample of ideas of how the Community Benefit Fund could be utilised were consent to be 
granted. All of these ideas have been generated by the community through the Community Liaison 
Group (CLG). 

Priorities for community 
benefit fund 

Sample projects suggested by Community Liaison Group 

Skills and Enterprise  Bursaries for students going to university to cover living 
expenses 

 Providing support for Dumfries and Galloway and Ayr 
Colleges wind turbine technician courses 

 Development of a local satellite hub to allow for flexible 
and distance learning – possibly located in Dalry High 
School 

Economic Sustainability  Improved digital infrastructure e.g. community broadband 
satellite system 

 Employment of a local community development officer, 
responsible for marketing the local area and managing 
community benefit projects 

 Improving local public transport 
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 Development of a summer tearoom / tourism facility 

 Installation of a community TV mast 

 Development of local paths, trails and archaeological sites 

 Creation of a legacy fund to deliver a longer term funding 
stream for local community projects beyond the lifetime of 
the wind farm 

Social Wellbeing  Building capacity within the community to provide direct 
help and support to the ageing population 

 Affordable housing 

 Lagwyne Hall improvements 

 Repairs to Carsphairn Church 

 Kids play area / equipment 

 Developing the local playing field for sports activities 

Environment and Energy  Explore the potential for alternative renewable energies for 
the local community e.g. solar panels 

Microgrants  Ad hoc community grants to support local groups 

 

The Applicant’s approach to the Community Benefit Fund has been taken forward on the basis of the 

application of best practice and developed through direct engagement with relevant community 

stakeholders to shape the approach and management mechanisms. The final detail of the approach 

will be fully detailed and documented with the relevant parties following consent, and prior to 

implementation of the proposed development. 

 

It is acknowledged that DGC has in place a Council Policy on the approach to Community Benefits 

from Wind Farms. This Policy does not form part of the statutory policy framework in terms of DGC’s 

role as a consultee to the Scottish Ministers on the Longburn proposals. This policy is currently 

subject to ongoing review. Appendix B provides a high level illustration of the applicant’s approach in 

terms of some of the key parameters of this policy, summarising the basis of the approach as set out 

in the preceding paragraphs. 

 

3. The Consultation Process 
 
 

3.1. Summary of Activity 

The Applicant has carried out extensive consultation with the communities close to the Longburn wind 
farm site. The key elements of the consultation are summarised below. 
 

 On 25
th
 June 2012 (a full 12 months prior to the submission of the application) the Applicant’s 

representatives attended the meeting of Carsphairn Community Council to brief members on the 
outline of the Longburn project. Cllrs George Prentice and Finlay Carson, ward councillors for 
Castle Douglas and Glenkens Ward of DGC, were also in attendance at the meeting. 
 

 On 27
th
 August 2012, the Applicant attended a further meeting of Carsphairn Community Council 

where it answered a range of questions about the proposal and distributed a draft community 
consultation strategy document with a request for input from community council members. 

 

 On 3
rd

 September 2012, the Applicant attended meetings with a range of stakeholders to brief 
them about the outline of the Longburn project. These included the Head Teacher of Carsphairn 
Primary School, a representative of the DGC Ranger Service, the manager of the Carsphairn 
village shop and representatives of the Glenkens Business Association. 
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 On 3
rd

 September 2012, the Applicant attended the meeting of Glencairn Community Council, the 
neighbouring community council to the project site and provided a briefing to members on the 
outline of the Longburn project. 

 

 On 11
th
 September 2012, the Applicant submitted a draft community consultation strategy 

(modelled on the Proposal of Application Notice normally required for Major Applications) to 
Carsphairn, Glencairn and Dalry Community Councils with a request for comments and feedback 
to reach the Applicant no later than 2

nd
 October 2012 (see Appendix C). This was accompanied 

by a map indicating the proposed geographical scope of the community consultation, 
corresponding to a 5km radius of the boundary of the project site plus the entire Carsphairn 
Community Council area (see Appendix D). 

 

 On the 18
th
, 19

th
 and 20

th
 September 2012, a door to door resident’s survey was  carried out with  

all households within 5km of the proposed site boundary, as well as those outwith 5km but within 
the Carsphairn Community Council area (comprising 183 households in total). This survey was 
conducted by Docherty Consulting Limited, a specialist consultation and research consultancy, 
working on behalf of the Applicant. In total, 85 surveys were completed which provided a 
reflection of local views on the proposal. 62.4% of respondents said that they supported the use 
of wind power in the local area, 9.4% were unsure and 24.7% of respondents do not support the 
use of wind power locally. Residents were asked if they had any particular questions or concerns 
about Longburn wind farm and comments were made about a range of issues, the most frequent 
being comments about the potential landscape and visual impact of the proposal and potential 
impacts on local archaeology and cultural heritage. In relation to landscape and visual impact in 
particular, the views expressed were wide-ranging with some commenting that the nature of the 
site meant that any impacts would be relatively limited whereas others expressed specific 
concerns about the location of individual turbines and the impact these may have on the nearest 
neighbours to the site. 

 

 On 25
th
 October 2012, the Applicant gave a presentation to Carsphairn Renewable Energy Fund 

Limited (CREFL) and discussed the convening of a Community Liaison Group for the project and 
potential local priorities for the proposed Community Benefit Fund. 

 

 A lengthy period of public consultation followed, which featured two rounds of public exhibitions 
on the proposals, held firstly in October 2012 in the village of Carsphairn and secondly in May 
2013 in the villages of Carsphairn and St John’s Town of Dalry. On both occasions these events 
were held over two days. The events were extensively advertised via posters in public places and 
shop windows, letters to stakeholders, a newsletter drop to all local households (183 addresses in 
advance of the first public exhibitions comprising all addresses within a 5km radius of the project 
site as well as all addresses located in the Carsphairn Community Council area; 576 addresses in 
advance of the second public exhibitions comprising all addresses within 10km of the project site 
as well as all addresses located in the Carsphairn and Dalry Community Council areas) and 
advertisements in the local newspaper. 

 

 On both occasions, the events were open throughout the afternoon and into the evening to allow 
working people to attend. Both events featured an exhibition of display boards giving details about 
the proposal, including information about the Applicant as a company, the stages of the planning 
process and the proposed community benefit fund. The events also featured an advanced 3D 
computer model showing the site and simulating how the proposed wind farm would appear from 
any location in the local area. The area covered was approximately 286km², and included the 
major settlement areas of Carsphairn, Moniaive and St John’s Town of Dalry. 

 

 For both days on both occasions, members of the project team attended to show people round 
the exhibition, answer questions and encourage feedback. 

 

 The first events held on the 24
th
 and 25

th
 of  October were attended by approximately 45 people, 

with 14 leaving written feedback across both days, and a further 3 completed forms received after 
the event. A feedback questionnaire asked visitors for their views on renewable energy, the 
Longburn wind farm proposal more specifically and invited general comments/suggestions on the 
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proposal itself and ideas for community benefit funding priorities. The majority of those leaving 
written feedback had not participated in the postal community survey. 

 

 The second round of events held  on the 15
th
 and 16

th
 of May 2013 were attended by 

approximately 52 people, with 29 leaving written feedback at the exhibitions, and a further 3 
completed feedback forms received after the event. The feedback form asked people for their 
views on the Longburn wind farm exhibition, the community consultation carried out by the 
Applicant, suggested local priorities for the community benefit fund, as identified throughout the 
community consultation process, inviting comments and further suggestions for the community 
benefit fund, and finally, asking people for their own opinion towards the Longburn wind farm 
proposal. 

 

 Feedback centred on specific comments about the effect on local landscape and archaeological 
impacts from those who were opposed to the proposal. However, those who were supportive 
noted that due to its location, Longburn wind farm would have little or no impact on most people 
living in the Carsphairn area and considered the site to be a more suitable location for a wind farm 
compared with other proposed sites in the area. Many also gave feedback on the proposal for a 
community benefit fund, and priorities that they felt should be supported by this. 

 

 Between the two sets of public exhibitions, the Applicant convened a Community Liaison Group 
(CLG) made up of stakeholders and featuring representation from; Carsphairn Community 
Council, Carsphairn Primary School, Carsphairn Renewable Energy Fund Limited, Carsphairn 
Heritage Group, Glenkens Business Association, Dumfries and Galloway College and Glenkens 
Sustainable Development Group.  Following on from a successful initial meeting held in 
December 2012, and fruitful discussions relating to local priorities for the community benefit fund, 
membership was widened to include representatives from: Dumfries and Galloway Small 
Communities Housing Trust (DGSCHT), Dalry High School, Dumfries and Galloway Housing 
Partnership (DGHP) and Stewartry Council for Voluntary Service (SCVS). The group, which met 
again in February and June 2013, acted as a conduit between the Applicant and the community, 
allowing for the exchange of information as well as discussing how the community benefit fund 
associated with the project might work in practice, in the event that the proposal were to receive  
permission.  Participants in the Community Liaison Group were told that their participation in no 
way prejudiced whatever view they might come to on the eventual application. 

 

 A project website www.longburnwindfarm.com, was set up and regularly updated with plans/maps 
of the site, newsletters, information leaflets and news releases, exhibition materials, information 
about events, information about technical studies, and minutes of community liaison group 
meetings. At the time of submission of this report (June 2013), the site had received around 1500 
hits since its establishment. 

 

 The Applicant additionally engaged with the nearest site neighbours from the outset and had a 
number of private meetings with them in order to address their particular concerns. 
 

 

3.2. Timeline 
 
The timeline below sets out the key dates in relation to the consultation process. 
 

Date Activity undertaken Outcome 

25.06.12 Presentation to Carsphairn Community 
Council.  

Community Council members and Cllr 
Finlay Carson and Cllr George 
Prentice (Castle Douglas and 
Glenkens ward, DGC) in attendance 

26.06.12 Press Release announcing the launch of 
consultation process around Longburn 
sent to local media. 

Coverage in: 

 Dumfries and Galloway Standard 
(5

th
 July 2012) 

26.06.12 Letters (hardcopy and email) sent to 
stakeholders to introduce Longburn 
proposal 

Please see list of stakeholders 
identified in paragraph 3.3 

http://www.longburnwindfarm.com/
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16.07.12 Launch of Longburn wind farm website 
www.longburnwindfarm.com  
 

At the time of application this website 
has received approximately 1500 hits. 

27.08.12 Presentation of draft community 
consultation strategy to Carsphairn 
Community Council 

Please see Appendix C 

03.09.12 Meetings with stakeholders to introduce 
proposal and receive initial feedback 

Please see list of stakeholders 
identified in paragraph 3.3 

03.09.12 Presentation of proposal and draft 
community consultation strategy to 
Glencairn Community Council. 

Please see Appendix C 

11.09.12 Draft community consultation strategy 
and community consultation area map 
submitted to Carsphairn, Glencairn and 
Dalry Community Councils with request 
for feedback 

Please see Appendices C and D 

18.09.12 Door to door survey carried out  with all 
households within a 5km radius of 
Longburn site, as well as those outwith 
5km but within the Carsphairn Community 
Council area. 

Community views on wind farms in 
general and the proposal were 
obtained. This feedback informed 
further community engagement activity 
and was incorporated into the proposal 
where possible. 

27.09.12 Letters/emails sent to stakeholders 
inviting them to first round of public 
exhibitions on Longburn in Carsphairn on 
24

th
 and 25

th
 October 2012 

Please see list of stakeholders 
identified in paragraph 3.3 

08.10.12 Community Newsletter about Longburn 
wind farm issued 

Sent to 183 addresses: all addresses 
within a 5km radius of the project site 
and all addresses located in the 
Carsphairn Community Council area 

12.10.12 Public notice advertising first public 
exhibitions in Galloway Gazette 
newspaper 

Published in the Galloway Gazette on 
12

th
 October 2012 

15.10.12 Press release on first public exhibitions 
sent to local media 

Coverage in: 
 
Carrick Gazette (17

th
 October 2012) 

Galloway Gazette (19
th
 October 2012) 

16.10.12 Reminder letter/email sent to 
stakeholders informing them of public 
exhibitions on October 24

th
 and 25

th
  

 

16.10.12 Poster advertising public exhibitions 
displayed in Carricks of Carsphairn shop 

Public exhibitions also publicised via 
www.carsphairn.org. 

25.10.12 Presentation to CREFL outlining 
proposals for Longburn wind farm 

Various CREFL members attended 
and agreed to participate in Longburn 
CLG. 

24.10.12 / 
25.10.12 

First set of public exhibitions on Longburn 
wind farm proposal which were held in the 
Lagwyne Hall, Carsphairn. 

45 members of the local community 
attended. 

   

11.12.12 Meeting with Richard Hermon and Alan 
Rumble, Glenkens Community Benefit 
Committee 

Presentation of Longburn wind farm 
proposal. 

11.12.12 First meeting of Longburn wind farm 
community liaison group (CLG) 
 
Minutes uploaded to the project website: 
www.longburnwindfarm.com  

Attendees: 

 Roland Chaplain, Glenkens 
Sustainable Development Steering 
Group 

 David Gibbon , Carsphairn 
Renewable Energy Fund Limited 

http://www.longburnwindfarm.com/
http://www.carsphairn/
http://www.longburnwindfarm.com/
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 Matt Hickman, Carsphairn 
Community Council 

 Ros Hill, Glenkens Business 
Association 

 Billy McCreath, Carsphairn 
Renewable Energy Fund Limited 

 David McMillan, Carsphairn 
Renewable Energy Fund Limited 

 Sylvia Sinclair, Carsphairn 
Community Council 

 Andy Wright, Dumfries and 
Galloway College 

 Fraser Campbell, Longburn Wind 
Farm Ltd 

 Ian Loveridge, Longburn Wind 
Farm Ltd 

 Amy Sutherland, Longburn Wind 
Farm Ltd 

 Alex Bruce, Orbit Communications 

26.02.13 Second meeting of Longburn wind farm 
community liaison group (CLG) 
 
Minutes uploaded to the project website: 
www.longburnwindfarm.com  

Attendees: 

 Simon Holmes, Carsphairn 
Community Council 

 Andy Wright, Dumfries and 
Galloway College 

 Alan Rumble, Glenkens Business 
Association 

 Ian Howie, Stewartry Council for 
Voluntary Service (SCVO) 

 Andrew Metcalf, Carsphairn 
Community Council 

 Roland Chaplain, Glenkens 
Sustainable Development Steering 
Group 

 Jamie Dent, Dumfries and 
Galloway Small Communities 
Housing Trust (DGSCHT) 

 Billy McCreath, Carsphairn 
Renewable Energy Fund Limited 

 David McMillan, Carsphairn 
Renewable Energy Fund Limited 

 Sylvia Sinclair, Carsphairn 
Renewable Energy Fund Limited 

 David Gibbon, Carsphairn 
Renewable Energy Fund Limited 

 Matt Hickman, Carsphairn 
Community Council 

 Walker McKenna, Carsphairn 
Primary School 

 Robin Ade, Carsphairn Heritage 
Group 

 Fraser Campbell, Longburn Wind 
Farm Ltd 

 Ian Loveridge, Longburn Wind 
Farm Ltd 

 Amy Sutherland, Longburn Wind 
Farm Ltd 

 Alex Bruce, Orbit Communications 

 Catherine McWilliam, Orbit 

http://www.longburnwindfarm.com/
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Communications 

23.04.13 Letters/emails sent to stakeholders 
inviting them to second round of public 
exhibitions on Longburn in Carsphairn on 
15

th
 and 16

th
 May 2013 

Please see list of stakeholders 
identified in paragraph 3.3 

30.04.13 Press release on second public 
exhibitions sent to local media 

Coverage in: 
reNews (30

th
 April 2013) 

Galloway Gazette (3
rd

 May 2013) 
Galloway News (9

th
 May 2013) 

 

22.04.13 Posters advertising public exhibitions put 
up in prominent locations in and around 
the village of Carsphairn 

Posters also displayed on: 
www.carsphairn.org 
www.st-johns-town-of-dalry-town-
hall.co.uk  

29.04.13 Community Newsletter about Longburn 
wind farm issued 

Sent to 576 addresses: all addresses 
within 10km of the project site and all 
addresses located in the Carsphairn 
and Dalry Community Council areas      

29.04.13 Public notice advertising second public 
exhibitions in Galloway Gazette and 
Dumfries and Galloway Standard 
newspapers 

Dumfries and Galloway Standard 1
st
 

May 2013 
Galloway Gazette 3

rd
 May 2013 

08.05.13 Final email/reminder sent to stakeholders 
about events on 15/16 May 

 

15.05.13 / 
16.05.13 

Second set of public exhibitions on 
Longburn wind farm proposal: : Held in St 
John’s Town of Dalry Hall on the 15

th
 of 

May and in the Lagwyne Hall, Carsphairn 
on the 16

th
 of May.  

 
 

Approximately 52 members of the local 
community attended over the 2 days of 
exhibitions. 

15.05.13 Meeting with Glenkens Community 
Benefit Committee, The Catstrand, New 
Galloway 

Update provided on Longburn wind 
farm proposal and community benefit 
discussions to date. 

http://www.carsphairn.org/
http://www.st-johns-town-of-dalry-town-hall.co.uk/
http://www.st-johns-town-of-dalry-town-hall.co.uk/
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10.06.13 

Third meeting  of Longburn wind farm 
community liaison group (CLG) 
 
Minutes uploaded to the project website: 
www.longburnwindfarm.com 

Attendees: 

 Alan Rumble, Glenkens Business 
Association 

 Ros Hill, Glenkens Business 
Association 

 Sharon Glendinning, Dumfries and 
Galloway College 

 Ian Howie, Stewartry Council for 
Voluntary Service (SCVO) 

 Andrew Metcalf, Carsphairn 
Community Council 

 Jamie Dent, Dumfries and 
Galloway Small Communities 
Housing Trust (DGSCHT) 

 Billy McCreath, Carsphairn 
Renewable Energy Fund Limited 

 David McMillan, Carsphairn 
Renewable Energy Fund Limited 

 Sylvia Sinclair, Carsphairn 
Renewable Energy Fund Limited 

 Fraser Campbell, Longburn Wind 
Farm Ltd 

 Ian Loveridge, Longburn Wind 
Farm Ltd 

 Amy Sutherland, Longburn Wind 
Farm Ltd 

 Alex Bruce, Orbit Communications 

 Catherine McWilliam, Orbit 
Communications 

 

 

3.3.  Stakeholders 

The following stakeholders were sent direct correspondence to inform them about the Longburn wind 

farm proposal, including dates and outcomes of public exhibitions, throughout the course of the 

consultation period. References to ‘stakeholders’ throughout this document refers, principally, to the 

groups below. 

 Carsphairn Community Council 

 Glencairn Community Council 

 Dalry Community Council 

 Glenkens Business Association 

 Glenkens Sustainable Development Steering Group 

 Glenkens Community Benefit Committee 

 Dumfries and Galloway Chamber of Commerce 

 Dumfries and Galloway Ranger’s Service 

 Carricks of Carsphairn 

 Carsphairn Heritage Centre 

 Carsphairn Heritage Group 

 Carsphairn Primary School 

 Dalry High School 

 Dumfries and Galloway Small Communities Housing Trust 

 Dumfries and Galloway Housing Partnership 

 Stewartry Council for Voluntary Service 

 Southern Upland Way management, DGC Ranger Service 

http://www.longburnwindfarm.com/
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 Carsphairn Renewable Energy Fund 

 Dumfries and Galloway College 

 Carsphairn Parish Church 

 Stewartry Birdwatchers 

 St John’s Town of Dalry Angling Association 

 Galloway Fisheries Trust 

 Relevant DGCofficers 

 MP/MSPs (constituency and regional) 

 

 

3.4. Website 

A dedicated project website www.longburnwondfarm.com  was created as a central resource for 

materials relating to the proposal, including maps, technical reports, exhibition materials, newsletters, 

information leaflets and press releases. The website was updated regularly with new information 

including details of technical studies, press releases, public notices of exhibitions, and minutes from 

the Community Liaison Group. Between July 2012 and June 2013, the website received more than 

1,500 hits. 

 

3.5. Resident’s Survey 

To assess local people’s initial opinions towards the Longburn proposal, a door to door residential 

survey was carried out with all households within 5km of the proposed site boundary, as well as all 

households outwith 5km but within the Carsphairn Community Council area (a total of 183 

households) on the 18
th
, 19

th
 and 20

th
 of September 2012. This survey was coordinated by Docherty 

Consulting Limited, a specialist consultation and research consultancy, working on behalf of the 

Applicant.  

85 surveys were completed by local residents, providing a reflection of local views on the proposal. 

The high level summary findings from the completed questionnaire were as follows: 

 74.1% said that they support the use of wind power in the UK, with 62.4% of respondents saying 

that they support the use of wind power locally. 

 

 40% of respondents said that they felt that the Longburn site was a good location for a wind farm. 

22.4% were unsure, and 35.3% felt that the Longburn site was not a good location for a wind 

farm. 

 

Those who felt that the wind farm was in a good location commented that in terms of landscape and 

visuals, the perceived impact would be minimal. Those who did not feel that Longburn was a good 

site were primarily concerned with effects on local archaeology and cultural heritage. 

Residents were asked whether they had any particular questions or concerns about the wind farm 

and comments were made about a range of topics, the two most frequent being the landscape and 

visual impact and the community benefit opportunity. 

A comprehensive report prepared by Docherty Consulting Limited on the findings from the residents’ 

survey is included as Appendix L to this document. 

 

http://www.longburnwondfarm.com/
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3.6. Community Liaison Group 

A Community Liaison Group of key local representatives was established by the Applicant. This was 

primarily designed to maintain an on-going dialogue with community representatives, enabling them 

to feed back any observations or concerns from members of the local community, as well as providing 

an opportunity for the Applicant to keep key members of the local community informed about progress 

on technical studies prior to the lodging of the  application. 

The Community Liaison Group included representatives from Carsphairn Community Council and 

Carsphairn Renewable Energy Fund Limited. It also included representatives from other stakeholder 

organisations, in agreement with Carsphairn Community Council. 

This was considered to be the most representative structure for engaging with bodies representing 

the community as a whole, in order to bring in local expertise (such as from education providers and 

civic groups) not represented on the Community Councils themselves.  

The Community Liaison Group also acted as a discussion group on the subject of the community 

benefit fund. The Applicant has proposed creating a community benefit fund contributing around 

£360,000 per year, based on a payment of £5,000 per MW of installed capacity every year for the 25-

year lifetime of the project. This is based on an installed capacity on the site of around 72MW derived 

from a 20-turbine layout. 

Members of the Community Liaison Group were identified through their membership of key local 

groups. Those invited to attend consisted of the following: 

 Two representatives of Carsphairn Community Council 

 Two representatives of Carsphairn Renewable Energy Fund Limited 

 Local councillors representing Castle Douglas and Glenkens ward  

 One representative of Carsphairn Heritage Group 

 One representative of Glenkens Business Association 

 One representative of Glenkens Sustainable Development Steering Group  

 One representative of DGC  Development Contributions 

 One representative of Dumfries and Galloway College  

 One representative of Carsphairn Primary School / PTA  

 One representative of DGC  Ranger Service 

 One representative from Dalry High School  

 One representative from Stewartry Council for Voluntary Service (SCVS) 

 One representative from Dumfries and Galloway Housing Partnership (DGHP) 

 One representative from Dumfries and Galloway Small Communities Housing Trust 

(DGSCHT)  

 

3.6.1. First meeting, 11th December 2012 

 
At the first meeting of the Longburn community liaison group, the following key points were made: 
 

 The Applicant made clear that the proposed Community Benefit Fund had the potential to 

bring a substantial amount of money into the area and it would be important for the local 

community to consider wider socio-economic issues in the area and to create a structure for 

the Community Benefit Fund that would give the community direct control over the fund and 

an economic impetus to its use. 
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 Dumfries and Galloway College expressed its desire to help support the community’s 

decisions around directing funding towards skills training for young people as well as helping 

to support initiatives directed at the reskilling of older people. 

 Members of the CLG made clear particular concerns regarding the protection of local 

archaeological sites close to the development. 

 Members of the CLG said that they felt encouraging local tourism and helping to boost the 

local economy were important areas that should be considered as potential priorities for the 

fund. 

 

3.6.2. Second meeting, 26th February 2013 

At the second meeting of the Longburn community liaison group, the following key points were made: 

 As a result of public exhibitions and feedback received in October, the Applicant confirmed to 

the group that turbine numbers had been reduced from the initial proposal for 36 turbines . 

 CLG members discussed the issue of affordable housing, and specific focus was upon vacant 

housing in the centre of Carsphairn that had recently been put up for sale. 

 Members of the CLG decided that in order to put forward a strong case for keeping control 

over all of the monies from the community benefit fund, they should prioritise their projects 

and present a business plan to demonstrate community capacity to absorb the funds. 

 Dumfries and Galloway College emphasised that projects had to be specifically focused in 

order to create measurable outcomes. 

 The group decided that the creation of a legacy fund was also an important priority for 

investment of part of the community benefit fund. 

 CLG members discussed the potential to use some of the funds to pay for a local community 

development officer for the area. 

 It was agreed that further discussions regarding archaeological considerations should take 

place between the Applicant and local experts. 

 

 

3.6.3. Third meeting, 10th  June 2013 

At the third meeting of the Longburn community liaison group, the following key points were made: 

 CLG members were keen to discuss how the community benefit fund would be governed, and 

how local groups could apply to utilise the funds. The Applicant guided members through the 

national agreement it has with Foundation Scotland as a means of providing audit and 

governance of the fund, but reiterated that ultimately it would be up to the community to 

decide how and on what the fund should be targeted. 

 Members of the CLG agreed that the Draft Community Development Plan demonstrated the 

capacity of the local community to utilise all of the community benefit funds generated by the 

Longburn wind farm proposal to support strategic socio-economic goals in the local area.  

Where appropriate, it was also considered beneficial for all of the settlements within the 

Glenkens to work together on common priorities for investment of community benefit funds 

from local wind farms.  

 CLG members discussed the Draft Community Development Business Plan, and suggested 

that it be updated to include support for local businesses and a frontloading of support for 

local housing. Members agreed that the development of local infrastructure was central to 

encouraging businesses and local employment opportunities to the area. 

 There was general agreement that the Draft Community Development Business Plan 

demonstrated the capacity of the local community to absorb the Longburn Community Benefit 
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Fund and more as when support for local businesses was included, the community exceeded 

the proposed annual sum of around £360,000. 

 CLG members agreed upon the importance of investing some of the Community Benefit Fund 

into a Legacy Fund and that this could generate a regular income in its own right. This could 

be achieved through a number of different vehicles including investment in fixed assets for 

example, local housing investment.  

 

3.7.  Public Exhibitions 

Two rounds of public exhibitions were held to showcase the proposals at Longburn to the wider 

community, in October 2012 and May 2013. This activity is summarised below. 

3.7.1. Locations 

Given the location of the site, it was decided to host the first set of public exhibitions on the Longburn 

proposal in the village of Carsphairn, as this was the main settlement within the community directly 

affected should the application be approved. The venue – Lagwyne Hall, was well known to local 

residents, and had good access for any with disabilities or mobility issues. 

For the second set of public exhibitions in May 2013, and on the back of some fruitful discussions with 

the CLG, it was decided to broaden the area for the exhibitions to include St John’s Town of Dalry, as 

well as going back to Lagwyne Hall in Carsphairn. This was in order to give as many people as 

possible within the local community with an interest in the development an opportunity to view the 

proposals in detail. 

For consistency and equality of access, both rounds of public exhibitions (held on 24-25 October 2012 

and 15-16 May 2013) were held over two consecutive days for significant periods of time from mid-

afternoon into the evening to accommodate those who were working during the day. 

Date and time Venue 

October exhibitions   

Wednesday 24 October 2012 
3pm-7.30pm 

Lagwyne Hall, Carsphairn, DG7 3TQ 

Thursday 25 October 2012 
1pm-6pm 

Lagwyne Hall, Carsphairn, DG7 3TQ 

May exhibitions  

Wednesday 15
 
May 2013 

3pm-6.30pm 
St John’s Town of Dalry Town Hall, DG7 3UR 

Thursday 16 May 2013 
1pm-7.00pm 

Lagwyne Hall, Carsphairn, DG7 3TQ 

 

3.7.2. Publicity 

The events were publicised via a variety of methods in order to inform people about the proposals and 

to make as many people in the area as possible aware of the public exhibitions. This included: 

 Public information notices placed in local newspapers (see Appendix F)  

 Posters distributed widely in the local area (see Appendix G) including noticeboards and shop 

windows 

 Press releases for local media giving information about the proposal, including the dates of 

the public exhibitions (see Appendix H) 

 Invitation letters sent directly to stakeholders (identified above)  

 Via the dedicated project website www.longburnwindfarm.com  

http://www.longburnwindfarm.com/
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 Community newsletter. First newsletter in October 2012 was delivered to all 183 residential 

addresses within the consultation area which included all those within the Carsphairn 

Community Council area and those within 5km of the site, week commencing 8
th
 October 

2012. Second newsletter in May 2013 was sent to all residential addresses within 10km of the 

site, as well as all of those in the Carsphairn and Dalry Community Council boundaries up to 

15km from the site, comprising 576 addresses in total. 

 

3.7.3. Personnel 

The public exhibitions were attended by the Applicant’s project team and its consultants, namely: 

 Graham Brown, Chairman of Longburn Wind Farm Ltd (second round of exhibitions only) 

 Fraser Campbell, Operations Director, Longburn Wind Farm Ltd (first round of exhibitions 

only) 

 Ian Loveridge, Senior Project Manager, Longburn Wind Farm Ltd (first round of exhibitions 

only) 

 Kyla Donaldson, Project Manager, Longburn Wind Farm Ltd 

 Amy Sutherland, Project Manager, Longburn Wind Farm Ltd 

 Alex Bruce, Orbit Communications (first round of exhibitions only) 

 Catherine McWilliam, Orbit Communications (second round of exhibitions only) 

 Sean Invermee, 3DW (first round of exhibitions only) 

 Max Armenia, 3DW (second round of exhibitions only) 

 Natalie Antonelli, Jones Lang LaSalle (first round of exhibitions only) 

 Meg Deasley, Docherty Consulting Limited (first round of exhibitions only) 

 Gary Parker, Ayrnet (second round of exhibitions only) 

 Stuart Winter, Jones Lang LaSalle (second round of exhibitions only) 

 Paul Forbes, Longburn Wind Farm Ltd (second round of exhibitions only) 

 Andrew Ramand, WSP (second round of exhibitions only) 

 Rebecca Todd, WSP (second round of exhibitions only) 

 

 

 

3.7.4. Event Materials 

The following materials were provided at the public exhibitions to give visitors as complete an 

impression as possible of the Longburn proposal:  

 Exhibition boards giving information on the proposal, including site location map and draft 

turbine lay-out (see Appendix I). 

 3D computer model showing how the Longburn development would appear from anywhere in 

the locality. 

 Feedback questionnaires (see Appendix J).  

 Information leaflet/community newsletter on the proposal for people to take away from the 

exhibition (see Appendix E). 

 Copies of the Applicant’s Community Engagement Manifesto, which were available for people 

to take away from the exhibition. (see Appendix K). 
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4. Event Feedback  

The public exhibitions were an important opportunity to collate feedback from residents living near to 

the Longburn site regarding their views on the development. The section below summarises this 

feedback from the two rounds of public exhibitions held in October 2012 and May 2013. 

 

4.1. First round, 24-25 October 2012 

 

Feedback questionnaire questions: 

1. Did you participate in the recent door-to-door survey of local residents concerning the Longburn 

wind farm proposal? 

2. On a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being strongly disagree, 5 being strongly agree), do you agree there is a 

need in Scotland to produce more electricity from renewable energy sources such as wind, solar 

and tidal power? 

3. On a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being strongly disagree, 5 being strongly agree), do you think it’s important 

for us to reduce carbon emissions to prevent climate change? 

4. On a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being strongly disagree, 5 being strongly agree), do you think our country 

needs to do more to reduce our dependency on imported fossil and nuclear fuels? 

5. Do you have any specific comments or questions in relation to the proposal at this stage? If so, 

please write these in the box below. 

6. Using the boxes below (1 being low priority, 5 being high priority), please indicate which areas 

you think should be priorities for directing community benefit funding towards: 

• Public transport 

• Skills and education 

• Tourism infrastructure 

• Social amenities 

 Affordable housing 

 Employment opportunities 

 Maintaining local services 

 Improved broadband 

 Tackling fuel poverty 

 Investment in a long term legacy fund 

 Other 

7.    Do you have any other comments on the community benefit fund or other suggested areas where 

you would like to see the money invested? 

8.    On the basis of what you have seen at the exhibition, how would you describe your opinion 

towards the Longburn wind farm proposal? 

• Very Supportive 

• Supportive 

• Undecided  

• Opposed  

• Very opposed 
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Responses 

4.1.1 Attitudes towards renewable energy and reducing carbon emissions  
 

Question 1: Did you participate in the recent door-to-door survey of local residents concerning 

the Longburn wind farm proposal? 

People who participated in door-to-door survey 

 

Question 2: On a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being strongly disagree, 5 being strongly agree ), Do you 

agree there is a need in Scotland to produce more electricity from renewable sources such as 

wind, solar and tidal power? 

Question 3: On a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being strongly disagree, 5 being strongly agree), Do you 

think it is important for us to reduce carbon emissions to prevent climate change? 

Question 4: On a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being strongly disagree, 5 being strongly agree), Do you 

think our country needs to do more to reduce our dependency on imported fossil and nuclear 

fuels? 

 

Attitudes towards renewable energy 

Attitude Question 2: Need for 

more renewables in 

Scotland 

Question 3: Reduce 

carbon emissions 

Question 4: Reduce 

dependency on 

imported fuels 

1. Strongly 

disagree 

4 3 2 

2. 0 0 1 

3. 4 3 3 

4. 2 2 2 

5. Strongly agree 6 8 6 

Total 16 16 14 
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Question 5: Do you have any specific comments or questions in relation to the proposal at this 

stage? If so, please write these in the box below (see responses below) 

 

 Would like to see proper layout proposal, not just computer generated plan 

 Be more sensitive to the history of the site and reduce the number of turbines 

 I would like more on its environmental impact i.e. noise pollution, effect on bird migration 

 

4.1.2. Priorities for community benefit fund 
 

Question 6: Using the boxes below (1 being low priority, 5 being high priority), please indicate 

which areas you think should be priorities for directing community benefit funding towards: 

 Public transport 

 

 

 Skills and education 

 

 Tourism infrastructure 

 

 

 Social amenities 

 

 

 Affordable housing 

 

 

 Employment opportunities 

 

 

 Maintaining local services 

0
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Attitudes towards renewable energy 

Need for more
renewables in Scotland

Reduce carbon emissions

Reduce dependency on
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 Improved broadband 

 

 

 Tackling fuel poverty 

 

 

  Investment in a long term legacy fund 

 

 

 Other (Please Specify) 

 

 

 

Local community members priorities for the Community Benefit Fund 

 

                                                           
2
 All of the respondents who ticked ‘other’ believed that compensation for those directly affected by the wind 

farm should be a priority for the Community Benefit Fund. 

 Public 
transport 

Skills & 
education 

Tourism 
infrastructu
re 

Social 
amenities 

Affordable 
housing 

Employment 
opportunities 

Maintaining 
local services 

Improved 
broadband 

Tackling 
fuel 
poverty 

Investme
nt in  a 
legacy 
fund 

Other
2
 

Low 
priority 
 

1  2     1    

Medium-
low 
priority 

   1     1   

Medium 
priority 
 

2 1  1 1  2 1 2   

Medium-
high 
priority 

1 2 2 3  2 2 1 1 1  

High 
priority 
 

3 4 3 2 6 5 4 3 3 7 3 

Total 
 

7 7 7 7 7 7 8 6 7 8 3 
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4.1.3. Attitude towards the Longburn proposal 
 

Question 7: Do you have any comments on the benefit fund, or suggestions on where else it 

could be invested? 

 Have you considered special compensation for those living very close to the 

development, say 2km? 

 Should be left to community to decide 

 I think the community surrounded by the turbines should benefit the most 

 Ensure individuals who are most affected are properly compensated first 

Question 8: On the basis of what you have seen at the exhibition, how would you describe 

your opinion towards the Longburn wind farm proposal? 

 Very Supportive 

 Supportive 

 Undecided  

 Opposed  

 Very opposed 

 

 

 

0
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8

Local community members priorities for the Community 
Benefit Fund 

High priority

Medium-high priority

Medium priority

Medium-low priority
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Attitudes of people towards the Longburn wind farm proposal 

 

 

 

 

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Attitudes of people towards Longburn wind 
farm proposal  

Number of people

Number of 
people, Very 

supportive, 0, 
0% 

Number of 
people, 

Supportive, 7, 
41% 

Number of 
people, 

Undecided, 2, 
12% 

Number of 
people, 

Opposed , 1, 6% 

Number of 
people, Very 
opposed, 6, 

35% 

Number of 
people, Not 
answered, 1, 

6% 

Very supportive

Supportive

Undecided

Opposed

Very opposed

Not answered

Attitude Number of people Percentage 

Very supportive 0 0% 

Supportive 7 41.2% 

Undecided 3 17.7% 

Opposed  1 5.9% 

Very opposed 6 35.2% 

Total 17 100% 
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4.2. Second round, 15-16 May 2013 
 

Feedback questionnaire questions: 

Questions on the quality of the consultation 

1. How informative did you find today’s exhibition on the proposed Longburn wind farm? 

 Very informative 

 Quite informative 

 Not informative 

 No opinion 

2. . Burcote Wind has been consulting the local community about the Longburn wind farm 

proposal for nearly 12 months. How happy have you been with how Burcote Wind has 

conducted its community engagement? 

 Very Happy 

 Quite Happy 

 Not happy 

 No opinion 

3.  Do you feel as though the local community has had adequate opportunity to input to the 

proposals and that these views have been taken into account? 

 Yes 

 To some extent 

 No 

 No opinion 

4. Do you have any specific comments or questions in relation to the proposal? If so, please 

write these in the box below. 

Community benefit questions 

1. Do you agree that a proportion of the fund should be used to support local affordable housing 

initiatives? 

2. Do you agree that a proportion of the fund should be set aside for improving access to 

education and training locally, for example by helping to establish an satellite hub or online 

access courses from Dumfries and Galloway College? 

3. Do you agree that a proportion of the fund should be used to improve public transport in the 

area, for example by providing a community bus service? 

4. Do you agree that a proportion of the fund should be used to develop community capacity in 

order to provide care and support for the elderly in the area? 

5. Do you have any additional comments specifically about the operation and use of the 

community benefit fund? Are there any other local priorities you would like to see supported? 

6.  On the basis of what you have seen at the exhibition, how would you describe your opinion 

towards the Longburn wind farm proposal? 

 

Responses  

4.2.1. Opinion on exhibitions 
 

Question 1: How informative did you find today’s exhibition on the proposed Longburn wind 

farm? 
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 Very informative 

 Quite informative 

 Not informative 

 No opinion 

How informative visitors found the exhibition 

 Number Percentage 

Very informative 14 43.8% 

Quite informative 16 50% 

In between
3
 1 3.1% 

Not informative 0 0 

No opinion  1 3.1% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

 

4.2.2. Opinion on consultation overall 
 

Question 2: Burcote Wind has been consulting the local community about the Longburn wind 

farm proposal for nearly 12 months. How happy have you been with how Burcote Wind has 

conducted its community engagement? 

 Very happy 

 Quite happy 

 Not happy  

                                                           
3
 ‘In between’ reflects feedback from a member of the public whose opinion of the exhibitions rested in 

between ‘quite informative’ and ‘not informative’. 
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 No opinion 

How happy visitors were with the applicant’s consultation 

 Number Percentage 

Very happy 11 34.4% 

Quite happy 15 46.8% 

Not happy 3 9.4% 

No opinion 3 9.4% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

 

4.2.3. Ability of community to influence the proposal 
 

Question 3: Do you feel as though the local community has had adequate opportunity to input 

to the proposals and that these views have been taken into account? 

 Yes 

 To some extent 

 No  

 No opinion 

Did visitors feel community feedback had been taken into account? 

 Number Percentage 

Yes 14 43.8% 
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Feedback Question 2: Burcote Wind has been consulting 
the local community about the Longburn wind farm 
proposal for nearly 12 months. How happy have you 

been with how Burcote Wind has conducted its 
community engagement?  
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To some extent 14 43.8% 

No 2 6.2% 

No opinion 2 6.2% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

 

Question 4: Do you have any specific comments or questions in relation to the proposal? If so, 

please write these in the box below. 

 I feel the impact of Longburn Wind Farm will not have a great effect on our day to day life in 

Carsphairn due to its location. My main concern is with regards to the number of wind farms 

proposed in the area. 

 The above all depends on if the wind blows at the right speed! 

 If project goes ahead I would like to see local firms being used for plant hire and construction 

work etc. 

 I personally do not see any negatives in the wind farm. The offset of 81,000 tonnes of carbon 

dioxide emissions is excellent. Go ahead I say. 

4.2.4. Community benefit fund uses: Support local housing initiatives 

 

Question 1: Do you agree that a proportion of the fund should be used to support local 

affordable housing initiatives? 

 Number Percentage 

Yes 16 50% 

No 6 18.8% 
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Feedback Question 3: Do you feel as though the local 
community has had adequate opportunity to input to 

the proposals and that these views have been taken into 
account? 
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No opinion 10 31.2% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 
 

4.2.5. Community benefit fund uses: Improving access to education and training 

 

Question 2: Do you agree that a proportion of the fund should be set aside for improving 

access to education and training locally, for example by helping to establish an satellite hub or 

online access courses from Dumfries and Galloway College? 

 Number Percentage 

Yes 21 65.6% 

No 5 15.6% 

No opinion 6 18.8% 

Total 32 100% 
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4.2.6. Community benefit fund uses: Improved public transport 

 

Question 3: Do you agree that a proportion of the fund should be used to improve public 

transport in the area, for example by providing a community bus service? 

 Number Percentage 

Yes 25 78.1% 

No 1 3.1% 

No opinion 6 18.8% 

Total 32 100% 
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4.2.7. Community benefit fund uses: Developing community capacity to help 

support the elderly 

 

Question 4: Do you agree that a proportion of the fund should be used to develop community 

capacity in order to provide care and support for the elderly in the area? 

 Number Percentage 

Yes 27 84.4% 

No 1 3.1% 

No opinion 4 12.5% 

Total 32 100% 

 

 

 

Question 5: Do you have any additional comments specifically about the operation and use of 

a community benefit fund? Are there any other local priorities that you would like to see 

supported? 

 

 Kids need an up to date play area 

 Some of the money should go to the school 

 Improve local transport and facilities 

 Keep the 4 Church of Scotland Glenkens churches open 

 Support the opening of the local pub along with running costs 

 Building local resilience and sustainability via local small businesses and community capacity 

 Evening classes  

 Create a legacy fund to provide an income for the future 

 Support the future of our local shop and pub facilities 
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Community Benefit Question 4: Do you agree that a 
proportion of the fund should be used to develop 
community capacity in order to provide care and 

support for the elderly in the area? 
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 Tackling fuel poverty 

 Support for the Clachan Fair 

 Investment in local community energy schemes 

 Funding for local Tai-Jitsu classes, including purchasing equipment 

 

4.2.8. Attitude towards the Longburn proposal 

 

Question 6:  On the basis of what you have seen at the exhibition, how would you describe 

your opinion towards the Longburn wind farm proposal? 

 Very supportive 

 Supportive 

 Undecided 

 Opposed 

 Very opposed 

 Number Percentage 

Very supportive 8 25% 

Supportive 6 18.8% 

Undecided 13 40.6% 

Opposed 0 0 

Very opposed 5 15.6% 

Total 32 100% 
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you have seen at the exhibition, how would you 

describe your opinion towards the Longburn wind farm 
proposal? 



 

Page 36 of 126 
 

 

 

4.3.       Other Comments 

Space was provided on the feedback forms at both exhibitions for general feedback and comments. 

A summary of the comments and observations made in these sections is included below: 

 It should be up to the local community to decide how funds are spent. Not DGC 

 All of the above are the responsibility of Government and Local Government. We want money 

to deal with specific issues within our community 

 Very unhappy about section 75 – 50/50 

 I support the project 

5. Analysis of feedback and alterations to the application 
 

5.1. General Observations 

 

Throughout the process of community consultation, feedback for Longburn wind farm has been 

constructive. At the first set of public exhibitions, 41.2% of those who completed feedback forms were 

either ‘supportive’ or ‘very supportive’ of the proposals. A further 41.1% of respondents were either 

‘opposed’ or ‘very opposed’ to the project, with the remainder of respondents being undecided. 

At the first round of public exhibitions held in October 2012, 17 feedback questionnaires were 

completed. The final question on the feedback questionnaire asked: On the basis of what you have 

seen at the exhibition, how would you describe your opinion towards the Longburn wind farm 

proposal? 

 

Community Benefit Question 6: On the basis of what 
you have seen at the exhibition, how would you 

describe your opinion towards the Longburn wind farm 
proposal? 

Very supportive

Supportive

Undecided

Opposed

Very opposed
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The responses to this question were: Very supportive – 0 (0%); Supportive – 7 (41.2%); Undecided 

– 3 (17.7%); Opposed – 1 (5.9%); Very opposed – 6 (35.2%). 

 

At the second round of public exhibitions in May 2013, 32 feedback questionnaires were completed. 

The final question on the feedback questionnaire asked: On the basis of what you have seen at the 

exhibition, how would you describe your opinion towards the Longburn wind farm proposal? 

 

The responses to this question were: Very supportive – 8 (25%); Supportive – 6 (18.8%); Undecided 

– 13 (40.6%); Opposed – 0 (0%); Very Opposed – 5 (15.6%). 

Those either ‘opposed’ or ‘very opposed’ to the Longburn proposal at the first exhibition therefore 

totalled 41.1%, while at the second exhibition they totalled only 15.6% of all respondents, whilst those 

‘undecided’ totalled 40.6% of all respondents. This would indicate that alterations made to the 

proposals for Longburn wind farm in light of public feedback have led to a significant reduction in 

opposition to the project. 

 

5.2. Alterations to the Longburn project in light of feedback 

 

Feedback taken from the first set of public exhibitions in October 2012 highlighted the need for 

sensitivity regarding the number of turbines proposed for Longburn wind farm. This resulted in the 

applicant reducing turbine numbers significantly from 36 to a maximum of 20. This reduction in turbine 

numbers was viewed favourably by those attending the second set of public exhibitions, and viewing 

the proposed plans for Longburn wind farm on the 3D model. 

Members of the local community also raised concerns regarding local archaeology which the 

applicant has been able to address through lengthy and detailed discussions with local archaeological 

experts. Suggestions for potential uses for the community benefit fund have included the promotion 

and protection of local archaeological sites as well as provision of facilities for walkers using the 

Southern Upland Way. Specific suggestions have included the introduction of interpretation boards to 

outline the background and heritage of the area. 

The Community Liaison Group acted as a discussion forum between the Applicant and the local 

community and as far as possible involved representatives from a cross section of groups within the 

community. As well as allowing the Applicant to keep the local community updated about project 

progress and an opportunity for groups to provide the Applicant with direct feedback on behalf of their 

communities, the CLG discussed potential ideas around the model and operation of the community 

benefit fund. 

A number of priorities were identified through this process, including: 

 

 Creating a satellite hub to allow for flexible and distance learning, possibly located in Dalry 

High School 

 

 Training local people to be wind turbine technicians 

 

 Providing skills support for individuals 

 

 Building community capacity to support the elderly 

 

 Providing support for local businesses to diversify 

 

 Improving public transport  
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6. Evaluation of consultation 
 

This section evaluates the consultation process undertaken by the Applicant in relation to the 

Longburn application according to the Scottish Government’s National Standards on Community 

Engagement, contained in Planning Advice Note 3/2010 Community Engagement. 

Standard Description Evaluation 

Standard 1: Involvement Identify and involve the people 

and organisations who have 

an interest in the focus of the 

engagement 

 A comprehensive database of 

stakeholder contacts was prepared 

at the outset of the project. This 

identified the widest possible range 

of stakeholders in the area around 

the Longburn wind farm, including 

local MP/MSPs; DGC ward 

councillors; other relevant DGC 

councillors; the community councils 

(Carsphairn Community Council; 

Dalry Community Council; Glencairn 

Community Council); 

business/traders organisations and 

other interested groups (listed in 

‘Consultees’, above). 

Standard 2: Support Identify and overcome any 

barriers to involvement 

 

 Strong emphasis was placed on 

making the dedicated project 

website, 

www.longburnwindfarm.com  as 

user-friendly and informative as 

possible.  

 Disabled-friendly venues (Lagwyne 

Hall, Carsphairn; St John’s Town of 

Dalry Town Hall;) were selected to 

ensure the widest possibly 

participation at the community 

engagement events. 

 These venues were in the centre of 

their respective settlements, and 

with lengthy opening hours on each 

occasion. 

Standard 3: Planning Gather evidence of need and 

resources to agree purpose, 

scope and actions 

 Meticulous planning went into the 

engagement process. A full 

consultation communications plan 

was prepared in advance and 

milestones were strictly adhered to 

by the project team. 

 Every effort was made to ensure the 

widest potential participation in the 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/08/30094454/6
http://www.longburnwindfarm.com/
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Standard Description Evaluation 

consultation 

Standard 4: Methods Agree and use methods of 

engagement that are fit for 

purpose 

 A range of different methods were 

used to both inform and engage the 

local community in a dialogue.  

 These included the use of letters to 

key stakeholders; a dedicated 

project website regularly updated 

with new information; face-to-face 

engagement with representative 

groups and members of the 

community; use of news releases to 

publicise information via the local 

media; public exhibitions open to all, 

with dates/times designed to cater 

for those with work/childcare 

responsibilities; a newsletter drop to 

all households in the Carsphairn 

Community Council area, as well as 

within 5km (in the first instance) and 

10km of the site; posters and leaflets 

put up in the local community to 

advertise events; and notices in the 

local newspaper 

 A door to door residents’ survey was 

conducted, reaching all residents 

within 5km of the site and 

throughout the Carsphairn 

Community Council area to gauge 

opinion about the proposal.  

Standard 5: Working 

Together 

Agree and use clear 

procedures that enable 

participants to work together 

effectively and efficiently 

 Opportunities to provide feedback 

were publicised at all times to 

enable as many people as possible 

to give their views. 

 The feedback questionnaires at the 

public exhibitions gave equal 

opportunity for people to express an 

opinion against the proposal as well 

as in support of it. 

Standard 6: Sharing 

Information 

Ensure necessary information 

is communicated between the 

participants 

 All information relating to the 

Longburn wind farm proposal was 

communicated using language that 

was easy to understand, including in 

marketing materials, exhibition 

boards and news releases 

 All information was posted on the 
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Standard Description Evaluation 

dedicated project website, which 

acted as a ready-resource for 

anyone looking for information about 

Longburn. 

 The Community Liaison Group 

around the Longburn proposal 

provided an additional opportunity 

for the community to feed back any 

observations or concerns to the 

Applicant. 

Standard 7: Working 

with Others 

Work effectively with others 

with an interest. 

 

 A conscious and sustained effort 

was made to involve all parties with 

an interest in the development 

proposal. 

 The Community Liaison Group 

around the Longburn proposal 

provided an additional opportunity 

for the community to feed back any 

observations or concerns to the 

Applicant. 

Standard 8: 

Improvement 

Develop the skills, knowledge 

and confidence of the 

participants. 

 

 The application employed two 

dedicated community engagement 

specialist agencies (Orbit 

Communications and Docherty 

Consulting Limited) to implement the 

community engagement 

programme. 

 The project team have extensive 

collective experience of delivering 

community engagement activities.  

Standard 9: Feedback Feedback results to the wider 

community and agencies 

affected 

 Feedback from the community 

engagement events and the 

Community Liaison Group was 

communicated to participants and 

the wider community via news 

releases resulting in articles in the 

local media, through subsequent 

events, via the Community Liaison 

Group, and directly via 

correspondence and on the 

dedicated project website. 

Standard 10: Monitoring 

and Evaluation 

Monitor and evaluate whether 

engagement achieves its 

purpose and meets the 

national standards for 

 The PAC report details the 

community consultation undertaken 

and the outcomes achieved and 

evaluates this in accordance with 
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Standard Description Evaluation 

community engagement the National Standards. 

 

7. Conclusions 
 

 Although derived from different sample sizes, it can be concluded that the level of local 

community opposition for Longburn wind farm fell significantly between the first and second 

public exhibitions. This demonstrates the depth of the community consultation undertaken by the 

Applicant, and thus highlights the influence that members of the local community have been able 

to have on the finalised proposals. This is further emphasised by 87.5% of the total respondents 

who replied either ‘yes’ or ‘to some extent’ to the question: Do you feel as though the local 

community has had adequate opportunity to input to the proposals and that these views have 

been taken into account? 

 

 Although a number of general concerns about visual impact and archaeological heritage were 

raised, those actively objecting to either the scale or nature of the project were a small minority of 

those who responded to the opportunities to provide the Applicant with feedback.  

 

 Further to this, the applicant undertook in-depth and lengthy discussions with local community 

archaeological experts, including representatives from the Carsphairn Heritage Group to ensure 

that the archaeological heritage within the site was preserved. There have even been discussions 

regarding possible uses for the community benefit fund to encourage visitors to the site based 

upon its archaeological heritage. Such suggestions have been incorporated into the draft 

Community Development Business Plan (see Appendix A). 

 

 The establishment of a Community Liaison Group (CLG) in the area has had the positive effect of 

enabling many of the key stakeholders in the area, including (but not limited to) Community 

Council representatives, to be kept informed of project progress and debate any issues to do with 

the proposal, including the community benefit fund, its model and priorities. It was made clear 

from the outset that participation in the CLG was entirely non-prejudicial to whatever stance each 

member chose to take on the application once made. 

 

 Members of the public in the area have been keen to put forward ideas for potential uses of the 

proposed community benefit fund out of recognition of its potential to act as a catalyst for 

sustainable economic regeneration in the area, which currently suffers from multiple deprivation 

as a consequence of rural isolation and a declining population. 

 

Comments and feedback received from members of the local community at the earlier stages of the 

community consultation process were one of a range of factors that led to significant revisions to the 

Longburn wind farm proposal including a reduction in the number of turbines proposed as well as the 

relocation of individual turbines within the project site. This revised proposal was presented for 

feedback at the second set of public exhibitions in May 2013. An overwhelming majority (88%) of 

those submitting feedback at the second set of public exhibitions agreed (either completely or to some 

extent) that the local community had been given adequate opportunity to input into the proposals and 

that the views expressed had been taken into account.
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Appendices 

Appendix A – Draft Community Development Business Plan 

(continues overleaf) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DRAFT Longburn Community Benefit Fund Development Plan 
 

 

 
 

                      KEY: 

Project Cost per year Estimated 
Timescales 

Year(s) of 
development 

Total Cost (Estimated) 

Skills and Enterprise     
Satellite Hub 

 Dalry High school? Computer suite, night classes, driving 
theory and CSCS construction card practice, career advice, 
training courses 

  The Satellite Hub could also  be used for small business 
development with DGC to allow for diversification to local 
need and demand 

 
Yrs 3&4 £50,000 
Yrs 5-25 £26,000 
approx 

23 years 3-25 £675,000 

Bursaries 
 £29,000 per year will provide 4 bursaries per year 

throughout the life of the wind farm 

 
£29,000 

25 years 1-25 £725,000 

Support for DG/Ayr Colleges wind turbine technician 
courses 

£50,000 18 years 7-25 £900,000 

Support for local businesses 
 £40,000 per year will allow 2 businesses per year a grant of 

£20,000 for start-up, development and diversification. This 
equates to 50 businesses over the operational life of the 
wind farm. 

£40,000 25 Years 1-25 £1,000,000 

Economic Sustainability     

Supporting Elderly 
 £40,000 would support a range of initiatives; lunch clubs, 

day trips, meals on wheels, skills classes 

 
£40,000 
 

25 years 1-25 £1,000,000 

Improving local transport  
 E.g. contract with local bus service for extra service to 

Carsphairn from Castle Douglas? 

 
£25,000 

25 years  1-25 £625,000 

Community Development Officer 
 Promotion of local tourism, marketing, match funding, 

management of CBF projects 

 
£20,000 

25 years 1-25 £500,000 

Social Wellbeing     

Affordable Housing Initiative 
 In partnership with DGSCHT 

 In order to utilise this aspect of the funding effectively, it is 
envisaged that each year £20,000 will be allocated to a high 
interest account to then use in 5 year intervals once 
significant capital has been accrued. This is upon the advice 
of Chief Executive of DGSCHT Jamie Dent. It should also be 
noted that this investment could in turn generate an income 
from rents. 

£20,000 25 years 1-25 £500,000 
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Playing Field Development £15,000 2 years 2 and 3 £30,000 

Kids play area / equipment £50,000 2 years 5 and 6 £100,000 

Environment and Energy     

Alternative renewable energies for local community e.g. 
solar panels 

 Average cost is £4,200 per household - £1,000,000 will 
provide 238 households with solar panels 

 
Yr 5 £30,000 
Yrs 6-25 £51,000 
approx 

19 years 6-25 £1,000,000 

Ad Hoc     

Legacy Fund 
 £36,000 per year (10%) will create a legacy fund of over 

£900,000 for use after the wind farm has been 
decommissioned 

 
£36,000 

25 years and 
beyond 

1-25 £900,000 

Ad Hoc local community group grants  
 £30,000 per year for local community groups to apply for – 

micro and major projects 

 
£30,000 

25 years  1-25 £750,000 

Development of local paths, trails, archaeological sites £30,000 5 years 1-5 £150,000 

Community Satellite system (high speed broadband” £20,000 1 year 1 £20,000 

Development of Carsphairn Pub £50,000 2 years 1 and 2 £100,000 

Community TV mast £50,000 2 years 3 and 4 £100,000  

Lagwyne Hall Improvements 
 Structural repairs, redecoration/insulation; indoor 

sports equipment; computer suite, kitchen facilities 

£50,000 2 years 1 and 2 £100,000 

Carsphairn Church repairs Yrs 1-3 £10,000 
Yrs 4&5 £22,500 

5 years 1-5 £70,000 

Develop summer tearoom / tourism facility £38,600 approx 19 years 6-25 £735,000 

 Total Total  £9,980,0001 

  

 

  

                                                           
1
 Local projects identified as key priorities total more than the Longburn Community Benefit Fund. This is based upon match funding being sought for some projects. 
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Appendix B – Compliance with Dumfries and Galloway “Windfarm Community Benefits – Revised Approach 20114” 

Dumfries & Galloway 
Criteria

5
 

Longburn Wind Farm Approach Comment Exceeded / 
Met / Not Met 

Legal Agreements The Applicant is fully committed to providing Community 
Benefit Funds associated with the proposals.  

The approach to providing certainty on delivery of 
Community Benefit Funds will be developed and agreed 
with the consenting authorities and Community 
Stakeholders throughout the determination process for the 
application, and thereafter suitably documented in order to 
seek to meet all parties’ requirements.  

Criteria 
Expected to 
be Met 

Definition of Wind Farm 
Host Community 

The Applicant has established the relevant Community 
Councils bordering the wind farm and beyond and has 
consulted with them. 

In addition to immediate communities, the applicant has 
also included Directors of Carsphairn Renewable Energy 
Fund Ltd in a CLG along with other local stakeholders 
such as Dumfries and Galloway College and Dumfries 
and Galloway Small Communities Housing Trust. 

Criteria 
Exceeded 

Framework Application 
Minimum 

  
 

  
  
  
 

The Longburn proposals are above the minimum criteria. The Longburn wind farm comprises 20 turbines at 
 a ground to blade tip height of up to 135m. 

Criteria Met 

50:50 Split Use of Funds Through early and active community engagement, the 
lion’s share of community benefit will go to initiatives 
outlined as strategic socio-economic goals  

Based on initial figures drawn from priorities identified 
through the CLG, the applicant expects 80% of funding to 
go towards achieving socio-economic goals in the 
Glenkens. 

Criteria 
Exceeded 

Windfarm Host Community 
Funds 

The applicant has a memorandum of understanding with 
Foundation Scotland and has explained to the CLG how 
funds would be controlled and how the DCO and Council 
officers would be included in this process to assist in 
prioritising targets 

Through early discussions with the community, the 
applicant believes that, in the event of an approval, the 
community will be able quickly to establish the fund and 
begin to determine their priorities and delivery approach 
through establishment of robust governance structures. 
 

Criteria 
Exceeded 

Regional Socio-Economic 
Fund 

Working with the community, the applicant has already 
identified a range of initiatives against the strategic goals 
as developed and agreed with the CLG. 

Initiatives have already been identified in all 5 goals of the 
socio-economic fund and it is estimated that 
approximately 80% of the fund will be directed towards 
these to assist communities and regional priorities both 
during the lifetime of the development and beyond. 

Criteria 
Exceeded 

Standard Minimum 
Contribution 

The Applicant has agreed to pay this sum for all of its 
windfarm developments 

For Longburn, Longburn Wind Farm Ltd will pay £5k per 
MW per year for the 25 year life of the windfarm.  

Criteria Met 

Equity Stake Holding At present the applicant has not put in place any firm Discussions with the local community and Foundation Ongoing 

                                                           
   
    

  

   

  

4
 http://egenda.dumgal.gov.uk/aksdumgal/users/public/admin/kab14.pl?operation=SUBMIT&meet=67&cmte=PHE&grpid=public&arc=71 

5
 Source: Windfarm Community Benefits - Revised Approach 2011, Information for Developers
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http://www.dumgal.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=8765&p=0
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commitment with any community entity in terms of 
ownership of individual turbines. However, the Community 
Benefit Fund could be used for additional renewable 
energy projects to generate additional community funds. 

Scotland have already included the possibility of additional 
renewable schemes for the community. Discussions are 
ongoing with CLG members as to the nature and structure 
of such schemes. 

Management Arrangements The applicant proposes a strong management regime in 
order to ensure the effective and appropriate management 
of the community benefit fund. This has been developed 
with Foundation Scotland and reflects the wider Longburn 
Wind Farm Ltd priorities and delivery mechanisms. 

The applicant has had extensive discussions with 
Foundation Scotland to develop the management 
structure of the Community Benefit Fund and discussed 
the proposed structure and operation with the local 
community. 

Criteria Met 
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Appendix C – Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) (September 2012) 
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Appendix D - Docherty Consulting Limited Map Detailing Geographical Scope of Consultation 
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      Appendix E - Community Newsletters

(October 2012) 
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Community Newsletter  

(May 2013) 
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Appendix F – Public Notices 

October 2012 

Galloway Gazette, October 2012 

 

May 2013 

Dumfries and Galloway Standard and the Galloway Gazette, May 2013 
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Appendix G – Event Posters 

October 2012 
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May 2013
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Appendix H – Press Releases 

October 2012 
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May 2013 
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Appendix I – Exhibition Boards 

October 2012 
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May 2013 
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Appendix J – Feedback Forms 

October 2012 
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May 2013 
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Appendix K – Community Engagement Manifesto 

(continues overleaf) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Investing in Scotland  
and Supporting  
Communities 

Community Engagement Manifesto



This does not only mean being  
more environ mentally friendly,  
but also ensuring that our investment  
is used for the long-term benefit  
of communities. 

We work with communities to help them 
de cide what their own priorities might 
be to take advantage of this investment. 
This includes benefits associated with 
the construction of a wind farm as well 
as the longer term benefits derived from 
the community benefit funds associated 
with the operation of our projects. 

The circumstances and priorities  
are different in each community.  
We empower communities to take a 
long-term view and to invest at least 
80% of community benefit funds in 
long-term socio-economic goals such 
as economic growth, environmental 
benefits, social good, skills and 
enterprise to deliver a lasting legacy  
as well as short term benefits. 

About Burcote Wind
Burcote Wind are a progressive renewable en ergy company,  
with a strong focus on helping to create economically and socially 
sustainable communities as a result of our projects. 

Burcote Wind Projects Will: 

• Invest a total of over £1bn in Scotland 

• Add £143m of Gross Value Added (GVA) to the Scottish Economy 

• Contribute nearly £120m in Business Rates 

• Provide nearly £100m to local communities 

• Displace over one million tonnes of CO
2
 a year



Community engagement
Community engagement is hard-wired into Burcote Wind’s approach to our 
projects. For us, community engagement has to be thorough and a two-way 
process to be meaningful and effective. 

Community Engagement is a through-
life process of working with local groups 
and residents as a valued part of 
the commu nity during pre-planning, 
application, consenting strategy, 
construction and operation of the  
wind farm. 

We start community engagement 
right from the very outset of a project 
– typically when we seek a scop ing 
opinion from the Local Authority or 
Scottish Ministers about a site or submit 
a planning application for a temporary 
anemometer or “met” mast  
to measure wind speeds. 

We believe it’s right to start as early as 
possible, to give us sufficient time to 
present our plans to the community and 
adapt them in light of feedback, instead 
of simply showcasing a finalised layout. 

We use a range of techniques to  
ensure that everyone in the community 
has a chance to input to our proposals.  
These include: 

• Residents’ questionnaires 

• Presentations to Community 
Councils, ward councillors and 
planning authority officials. 

• Public exhibitions to outline the 
plans and collect detailed written 
feed back. 

• Dedicated project websites for each 
wind farm site, regularly updated 
with information 

• Community newsletters 

• Press releases and advertisements  
in local media. 

• Information to key stakeholders 
such as local MSPs, MPs, Councillors, 
Community Councils, businesses and 
civic groups, schools and others 

• Face-to-face meetings with near 
neighbours to the project 

We compile a detailed Pre-Application 
Consultation (PAC) report which is 
submitted with the application for consent. 

This outlines how we conduct our 
engagement with the community, 
details the feedback received and 
demonstrates what changes were made 
to the application in light of this. 

Community Engagement 
is at the heart of Burcote 
Wind’s approach, we work 
with communities as early as 
possible to shape the design 
of our projects.



Burcote firmly believe that open 
and honest dialogue from the 
outset, along with a focus on 
ensuring the community benefit 
fund be used to provide jobs and 
skills to grow the economy, have 
shown local people that we are 
a responsible and community-
spirited company.

Burcote Wind works with Community Councils, Schools and Colleges,  
local Skills Providers, Businesses, local politicians and others. 

For all of our projects, Burcote Wind set up Community Liaison Groups to 
discuss possible priorities for community benefit from an early stage. 

Our approach to community benefit
Burcote Wind are a responsible and pro gressive wind farm developer.  
We work with local communities to shape the community benefit fund  
to meet their socio-economic needs. This approach has been held up  
as a “gold standard” for the industry. 

Contributing £5,000 per MW, we 
believe that Community Benefit Funds 
should be used to deliver long-term, 
socio economic goals that will benefit 
the local area during the operation of 
the wind farm and beyond through 
legacy funds. 

Socio-Economic Priorities 

Working with communities, we have 
identified five key areas where the 
Community Benefit Fund could be 
effectively targeted towards meeting 

defined local priorities in order to secure 
long-term benefits for local people: 

• Economic Sustainability 
• Education, Skills and Enterprise 
• Social Wellbeing and welfare 
• Environment & Energy 
• Ad Hoc Projects 

We further propose that residual 
fund ing each year is placed into an 
endowment to ensure the fund has an 
impact beyond the lifetime of the 
wind farm. 



A Well-Managed Fund 

Burcote Wind’s role is to ensure that 
the funds have as strong an impact as 
possi ble and are well-managed. To that 
end, we have agreed a Memorandum 
of Un derstanding with “Foundation 
Scotland”1 to provide governance and 
administration for a charitable trust that 
will man age all of our Community Benefit 
Funds. Foundation Scotland’s role is to 
ensure that communities produce robust 
3-5 year business plans, in keeping with 

the aims of the charitable trust, and to 
provide ex ternal audits of funds to ensure 
compli ance with necessary regulations. 
How ever, decisions about fund allocation 
are entirely at the discretion of the 
local board of trustees. 

This strong and on-going support for 
local communities will help ensure 
funds associated with our wind farms 
are spent effectively and targeted at 
tackling long-term socio-economic 
issues within local areas. 

1 – Foundation Scotland were formerly known as Scottish Community Foundation – www.foundationscotland.org.uk  

Burcote Charitable Trust

Community Board

Education, 
skills & 

enterprise

Economic  
sustainability

Environment  
&  

energy

Ad hoc  
projects

Social welfare  
&  

well-being

Foundation Scotland



Economic sustainability
Burcote Wind would like to see commu nity benefit funds used  
for infrastructure and other projects that make communities more 
economically sustainable and successful in the future. This could  
also mean generating new industries for an area. 

Supporting local business 

We are also keen to help put in place  
the necessary infrastructure to support 
the creation of new small businesses.  

Burcote Wind is also keen to ensure that 
it is local companies and supply chains 
that benefit from our projects, wherever 
possible. 

To that end, we have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with Wind Towers (Scotland) Ltd on 
Kintyre prom ising to offer them the 
chance to supply all turbine towers for 
Burcote Wind’s Projects. 

Transport 

For example, communities have 
proposed using funds from our wind 
farms to improve local access which 
could attract jobs or visitors to the area. 

As a number of our projects are in rural 
areas where there is often limited public 
transport, communities have proposed 
new bus routes to help local people travel 
to work and make it easier for young 
people to get to school or colleges. 

This kind of infrastructure investment 
is intended to make towns and villages 
more attractive for further investment. 

Tourism 

Investment in tourism facilities can 
in crease the income of local shops 
and businesses. This can be as basic 
as setting up a website to provide 
information for visitors or more complex, 
longer-term projects such as developing 
a new visitor centre or attraction. 

Communities have also suggested using 
local land to develop new attractions 
such as mountain biking, surfing, 
supporting archaeological interest and 
im proving countryside access. 

21st Century infrastructure 

The community benefit fund could 
also enable longer term infrastructure 
projects to be supported such as 
providing improved fibre-optic 
broadband, which could be community 
owned, or improv ing digital radio signals. 
The fund can also be used to provide 
incubator facilities for small businesses. 

Economic support might include: 

• Community buy-out and 
refurbishment of property given 
over at low or no cost to new 
local businesses. 

• Small Business Grants to 
encourage employment. 

• Part-funded apprenticeship places. 



Burcote Wind’s philosophy 
is to focus on supporting 
Scottish economic growth 
and to direct as much of 
our capital and operating 
expenditure as possible 
through Scottish companies 
in order to create jobs  
in Scotland.



Education, skills and enterprise
Burcote Wind believe there should be a clear route for young people to 
complete school and go on to find long-term employment opportunities. 

Schools 

Local communities will be able to 
add value to primary and secondary 
education by providing computing 
equipment for schools or subsidising 
after school classes or sport activities. 

The community could also provide life-
skills for all ages of young people such  
as interview techniques. 

Skills 

We are working extensively with 
colleg es to bring vocational training 
opportunities closer to local people. 

In addition to engineering and wind tur-
bine maintenance, we have encouraged 
training in hospitality, tourism,  
IT skills and other areas to help people 
secure jobs and to develop a local skills 
base that will attract new employers. 

In Kirkconnel and Kelloholm, 
residents have suggested that 
colleges be engaged to set up 
an outreach centre to train local 
people and give them the skills 
to be involved directly in the 
wind farm as well as providing 
skills to fill other jobs needed in 
the Nithsdale area.

In addition, suggestions generated 
from our community consultation have 
included ideas for how our community 
benefit funds could provide sustainable 
skills for the future. These have included: 

• Outreach centres and ring-fenced 
places at college. 

• Bursaries to cover living expenses 
for local students. 

• Night class provision to allow people 
of all ages to develop new skills.

We believe that with a 
focus on growing local 
skills, improving education 
and fostering enterprise, 
communities can benefit 
in the long-term from our 
developments.



Environment and energy
The primary environmental benefits of windpower are to cut carbon emissions, 
reduce reliance on fossil fuels and im prove energy security. Wind develop ment 
can also enable wider environmen tal and habitat improvements. 

We estimate that, if consented, our 
projects would displace around 
1,103,372 tonnes of carbon emissions 
a year and provide enough clean energy 
to power over half a million homes. 

Burcote Wind also understand that 
there are public concerns about some 
aspects of wind farms and their impact 
on the wider environment. To alleviate 
these, we continually examine ways 
to optimise site lay-outs to maximise 
electricity generation whilst minimising 
ad verse effects. 

In addition, we are constantly in 
discussions with manufacturers and on 
the lookout for new technology. 

Finally, our community consultation so 
far has demonstrated the importance 
to local people of using benefits from 
our developments to improve local 
environments and ecosystems. 

Improving local environments: 

• Developing local forests as 
conservation areas to provide jobs 
and environmental benefits. 

• Community renewables projects 
to provide on-going income and 
further reduce carbon emissions. 

• Retro-fitting energy efficiency 
measures to homes and businesses 
to further reduce carbon emissions. 

• Community programmes to improve 
environmental awareness in schools. 

Communities are telling us 
that they want to use our 
projects to regenerate local 
ecosystems and invest in 
their own renewables.



Social welfare and wellbeing
Burcote Wind encourage local communities to use funds from our 
investment to support and improve local facilities. 

Whilst traditionally this has meant small 
amounts of money being spent to provide 
support for community groups or classes, 
we are keen to also encourage longer-
term investment in large scale projects 
to improve communities, adding value to 
existing services. 

Local people have been very imaginative 
at producing ideas for projects they 
want to support. For example, local 
communities may wish to commit regular 
sums of money in order to continually 
support a community café. 

Equally, communities may want to be 
able to provide substantial sums of 
capital support to, for example,  
build a day care centre for older or 
vulnerable people. 

Capital spending could also be used to 
support new affordable housing or 
up grade sports facilities in particular 
areas.

Because of the increase in the price 
of utilities, we also hope projects that 
might consider measures for tackling 
fuel poverty will be actively supported 
in the long-term. 

A further suggestion made by 
communities is the idea of district 
heating which can provide cheaper and 
more environ mentally friendly heating.

The options for improvement are 
almost limitless but in order to ensure 
that work is coordinated with local 
authorities, Burcote Wind will assist in 

brokering a strong relationship between 
communities with wind farms and 
councils so that strategies are joined-up. 

Again, Burcote Wind’s approach is to 
help people put the ideas for their local 
area into action and use the investment 
from our wind farms to maintain the 
vibrant local communities they live in, 
strong economic growth and a strong 
sense of: 

• Social Justice and Wellbeing 
• Community Care 
• Pride in the local area 

The final area where we believe 
Community Benefit can be best used 
is in ad hoc projects. We expect this 
to be small micro-grants to individual 
community organisations. This might 
include: 

• Rainbow, Brownie, Guide and  
Scouts groups. 

• Youth Clubs 
• Beautification of the local area 
• Village Hall renovation 
• Local Bowling Clubs 

Our wind farms have the 
potential to improve social 
inclusion, for instance 
through new local facilities 
that benefit the entire 
community.



The Community Benefit 
Fund can be used to provide 
grants for measures to 
reduce domestic energy use 
and help to tackle the very 
real problem of fuel poverty.



Mission Statement
To invest in secure, sustainable energy in a way  
that benefits the local community, conserves  
the natural environment and fulfils a moral  
imperative to combat climate change.

Burcote Wind Limited

15 Pitreavie Court 
Queensferry Road 
Dunfermline 
Fife KY11 8UU

Tel: 01383 749645

enquiries@burcotewind.com 
www.burcotewind.com
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1. Introduction 

This Resident Survey Report (the Report) has been prepared by Docherty Consulting Ltd 

(DCL) on behalf of Burcote Wind Ltd (Burcote Wind), which is an independent Scottish 

renewable energy company.  

Burcote Wind is developing a Proposal for a wind farm at Longburn, which is a site located 

approximately 6.7 kilometres east of Carsphairn and 11.6 kilometres west of Moniaive in 

Upper Nithsdale, Dumfries and Galloway.  

DCL has been appointed by Burcote Wind to act as its public engagement team for the 

Longburn Wind Farm Proposal. 

As part of the public engagement strategy, in September 2012, DCL asked residents to take 

part in a short survey to share their views of wind farms in general and of the Proposal.  This 

Report describes the approach and presents the Findings from the resident survey. 
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2. Approach 

2.1 Introduction 

A resident survey was commissioned to enable Burcote Wind to engage with local residents 

living within a defined study area and to obtain an understanding of their views and opinions 

with regard to the proposed wind farm at Longburn. 

It was agreed that a door-to-door survey would be the best means of capturing the required 

data within the project timescales.  A survey questionnaire is a specialised research tool 

which has an important role to play in research and consultative activity as long as it is used 

and administered in the right circumstances and with the necessary controls. 

The decision to use a door-to-door survey at Longburn was taken based on a number of 

factors that have been set out below: 

 High level of response rates were required; 

 Ability to capture the views of residents in a relatively short timescale; and 

 Relatively small local population that could be surveyed over a number of days. 

This approach also offered the opportunity to initiate individual contact and begin the 

process of engaging with local residents who would be living closest to the development.  

2.2 Creating the Questionnaire 

The purpose of the questionnaire was to gather the views of local residents in order to help 

Burcote Wind to: 

 Gauge the level of support for the Proposal and views of climate change and wind 

power generally; 

 Identify & understand any issues or concerns local residents may have about the 

Proposal; and 

 Understand particular issues regarding the local community perceived by local 

residents that could be addressed through the development of an appropriate 

Community Benefits Package.  

A copy of the questionnaire is presented at Appendix 1 showing that a suitable number of 

open and closed questions were asked and respondents were also able to respond with 

specific comments of their own in respect of the Proposal. 
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2.3 Defining the Population 

2.3.1 Defining the Study Area 

Researchers generally define the ‘population’ as a complete set of people or households that 

completely satisfy a specification.  For this study, the specification was that the team wished 

to consult all households who live up to 5km from the proposed site, as well as those out 

with the 5km boundary but within the Carsphairn Community Council boundary.  The 

distance of 5km was considered reasonable in the context of the location of the site, local 

topography and the siting of the local population.  Burcote Wind chose to extend the 

consultation to also include all households within the Carsphairn Community Council 

boundary in which the site is located. 

2.3.2 Identifying the Population 

In order to identify those households within the defined study area, DCL obtained address 

data from external suppliers, Forth Valley GIS (FVGIS), an established organisation that 

provides GIS services to private and public sector clients.  FVGIS used the Royal Mail 

Postcode Address File and geographic boundaries to provide address details for households 

within the study area.   

DCL was provided with an electronic shape file, from the Project Team, of the site boundary 

as well as 2km and 5km radii from the site boundary.  In addition to this, Dumfries and 

Galloway Council provided an electronic file of their Community Council boundaries. 

Using these files in addition to the Royal Mail address dataset, FVGIS were able to produce a 

list of all of the residential addresses within the study area.  It was also requested that the 

list of addresses be broken down by distance relative to the site and by Community Council 

area as follows:   

a. Within the site boundary; 

b. Beyond the site boundary and up to 2km; 

c. Greater than 2km and up to 5km; and 

d. Greater than 5km but within Carsphairn Community Council area. 

This meant that, if appropriate, the responses could be further analysed taking into account 

the distance of the respondent’s address from the proposed site.  The location of the 

properties and radii were also mapped onto the site and enabled DCL to confirm that there 

were no settlements straddling the 5km boundary, nor the outer limit of the Carsphairn 

Community Council area, which should potentially be included in our study.  A map showing 

the site boundary and study area can be found at Appendix 2. 

Further checks were then carried out to identify any individual properties that required 

further investigation relative to the boundary position (i.e. on or adjacent to the boundary) 
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and confirm their inclusion or exclusion in the study as appropriate.  This mapping exercise 

was done using knowledge of the site and the surrounding area, Ordnance Survey base maps 

and a number of web-based mapping tools, primarily Google maps and streetmap.co.uk.  

The results of this exercise provided us with the confidence that we had captured all 

households within the 5km study area and within Carsphairn Community Council area.    

A data cleansing and due diligence exercise was then carried out on the data provided by 

FVGIS to identify any duplicates, incomplete addresses or non-residential addresses.  When 

using any source for data there is always a risk that errors may exist.  In order to mitigate 

this risk as far as possible, the data was cross-checked, and this process produced a figure 

within the study area of 183 residential properties.  

2.3.3 Conducting the Survey, Audit Trail and Response 

The initial address list comprised of a total of 183 residential addresses within the defined 

study area. 

In order to inform residents that a survey would be taking place, letters were sent to all 183 

properties on the 11th September 2012.  The 30 households within 2km of the site received a 

letter acknowledging previous correspondence from DCL (which had already introduced the 

Proposal and Burcote Wind) and introducing the survey.  The remaining 153 addresses 

received a letter introducing both the Proposal and the survey.  

Stage 1 – On-site Survey 

Site visits were made by the DCL team between the 18th & 20th September 2012.  When on 

site, two additional properties were identified within the catchment area that were not 

included in the original address list, bringing the initial total to 185 properties. 

Of the 185 total addresses: 

DCL were unable to visit 4 properties due to impassable roads or locked gates. 

181 of these addresses were visited between the 18th and 20th September, of which: 

 33 addresses were found to be either derelict, no residential building present or 

confirmed by neighbours to be unoccupied: 

o 4 properties found to be derelict. 

o 22 properties confirmed to be unoccupied by neighbours. 

o 7 addresses were not found to have residential properties – i.e. either there 

was no structure at the address, the property was no longer in residential use 

or the property had been joined together with an adjacent address that was 

already included in the address list. 
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Of the remaining 148 properties: 

 61 properties were visited at which no response was received.  56 of these were 

visited at least twice, and most were visited three times over three days. 

o 5 properties were confirmed to be holiday homes by neighbours.  

o 2 residents were unwell and we were advised by neighbours that they should 

not be visited. 

Of the remaining 87 properties: 

 12 households declined to take part in the survey. 

 75 surveys were completed as of 21/09/2012. 

o 73 surveys were completed on site; and 

o 2 surveys were completed by telephone. 

Stage 2 – Resident Follow-up 

Following completion of the site visits, the following additional actions were taken to 

provide residents with a further opportunity to take part in the survey. 

No further action 

 33 properties were identified during the site visits as having no occupant and, as a 
result, no further action was taken. 

 

Follow-up Letter 1 

 For the 4 properties that we were unable to access, a letter was sent on the 24th 
September 2012 asking them to contact DCL at their earliest convenience. 

 For the 61 properties from which no response was received during the site visit: 

o At the end of the site visit, letters were left at all properties where this was 
possible (i.e. where there was a post box or mail slot at the property), letting 
residents know that we visited their property and asking them to contact DCL 
by 28th September 2012 if they wish to take part in the survey. 

o For those properties where it was not possible to leave post or where 
neighbours advised not to visit, we posted a letter on the 24th September 
2012 asking them to contact DCL. 

 

At the 2nd October 2012, a further 5 surveys has been successfully completed.  

Follow-up Letter 2 

 On the 2nd October 2012, DCL wrote again to all 56 households from whom no 
response had been received asking them to contact DCL by the 9th October 2012 if 
they wish to take part in the survey. 
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At the end of this stage there were a further 5 completed surveys and 2 households that 

declined taking part in the survey.  An additional 2 residents contacted DCL via email but did 

not complete the surveys.  

The total number of completed questionnaires was 85, and this is the number that has been 

used as the basis of the analysis.   

2.3.4 Analysis 

The questionnaire asked a series of open and closed questions.  The combination of 

quantitative and qualitative analysis aims to gather an in-depth understanding of respondent 

behaviour and the reasons that govern such behaviour.  Specifically, the qualitative research 

methods investigate through the open ended questions of the survey, the why and how of 

decision making and not just the what, where and when and these are used to provide 

further explanation of the quantitative results.   

One aspect of qualitative analysis/text mining is that it can find content based on meaning 

and context (rather than just by a specific word), and this analytic approach has been used 

for the analysis of some key open-ended questions. Our researchers carefully code data and 

discern and document the key themes consistently and reliably before presenting the 

findings. 

Overall, a systematic and transparent approach has been taken to the analysis which is 

essential to ensure consistency in the reporting of our findings. 

Presentation of the data is provided through a combination of tables, illustrations and 

verbatim text. These methods are used where the question is highly pertinent to the Study 

and where the responses will help inform the development of the proposal and preparation 

of the Environmental Statement. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reason
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decision_making
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3. Resident Survey Findings 

3.1 Section 1 – Climate Change, Renewable Energy and Wind Power 

Q1.1 Do you feel that climate change is: 

  A major issue 

  An issue but not sure how major 

  Not an issue 

  Not sure 

67 (78.8%) of respondents believe that Climate Change is an issue, with 34 (40%) believing 

that it is a major issue. 10 (11.8%) of respondents believe it is not an issue.  

Illustration 3-1:  Is Climate Change an Issue?  

 

Some of the reasons provided in response to this question are shown below: 

 Lived here 18 years today, it is getting wetter & wetter. 

 We use too much fuel.  I'm not sure it’s all man made. 

 I think it’s a fact, but it isn't just man made. 
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Q1.2 Do you think wind power has a part to play in the UK energy mix? 

Of the 85 respondents, 63 (74.1%) support the use of wind power in the UK, 11 (12.9%) do 

not support the use of wind power in the UK and 7 (8.2%) are unsure.   

Illustration 3-2, on the following page, provides a visual demonstration of this. 

Illustration 3-2: Do you think wind power has a part to play in the UK energy mix? 

 

Q1.3 Do you support the use of wind power in the local area? 

Table 3-1: Do you support the use of wind power in the local area? 

Support wind power in the local 
area? 

No. of 
Respondents 

% of Respondents 

Yes 53 62.4 

No 21 24.7 
Unsure 8 9.4 
Did not complete question 3 3.5 
Total 85 100 

 

53 respondents (62.4%) support wind power locally and 21 (24.7%) respondents do not 

support the use of wind power locally. 

A selection of the comments made in response to ‘Do you support the use of wind power in 

the local area?’ are shown below: 

 Support any renewable power. 

 But not too much.  I just wouldnae want them everywhere. 

 Yes if for the community. 
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Q1.4 Do you like the way wind farms look? 

Illustration 3-3 below provides a visual demonstration of the response to this question. 

Illustration 3-3: Do you like the way that wind farms look? 

 

A selection of the comments made in response to ‘Do you like the way wind farms look?’ 

are shown below: 

 When the sun is shining at them they're very attractive. 

 I think it depends where they are.  I think Wether Hill is nicely laid out. 

 It depends on the local environment, personally I think offshore is the way to go. 

3.2 Section 2 – Wind Farm at Longburn 

Q2.1 Before today did you know where the proposed site at Longburn was? 

Table 3-2: Before today did you know where the proposed site at Longburn was? 

Know the location? 
No. of 

Respondents 
% of Respondents 

Yes 47 55.3 
No 34 40.0 
Unsure 4 4.7 
Total 85 100 

 

Table 3-2 above, shows that 47 (55.3%) respondents knew where the proposed site was, 34 

(40%) of respondents did not know where the site was before the survey and 19 (4.7%) were 

unsure.  The map found at Appendix 3 was used by interviewers to indicate the site location. 
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Q2.2 Based on the information we have provided, do you feel that the proposed site on at 
Longburn would be a good location for a wind farm? 

Table 3-3: Is the proposed site at Longburn a good location for a wind farm? 

Longburn – Good Location? 
No. of 

Respondents 
% of Respondents 

Yes 34 40.0 
No 30 35.3 
Unsure 19 22.4 
Did not complete question 2 2.4 
Total 85 100 

 

Table 3-3 above shows that 40% (34 respondents) believe that the proposed site at 

Longburn is a good location for a wind farm.  22.4% (19 respondents) are unsure whether 

the proposed site is a good location and 35.3% (30 respondents) do not believe it is a good 

location.   

Q2.2 Please explain your reason. 

All of the comments offered in support of responses to this question have been summarised 

below and are also included in Chapter 4 as part of a summary of all the issues raised via the 

Resident Survey.   

Out of the 34 respondents who answered Yes, it would be a good location, 30 respondents 

made additional comments. 

Table 3-4: Reasons for Good Location 

Yes, it would be a good location 
because….. 

No. of 
Respondents 

Landscape and Visual 16 
Public & Stakeholder Consultation 1 
Socio-economics and Tourism 1 
Other / Non-Specific 12 
Total 30 

 

Comments falling in the ‘Other / Non-specific’ category include general support for 

renewables and reference to the good wind resource on the site. 

We have also provided some verbatim comments from respondents in favour: 

 Right up there, there's not much up there.  The area is ripe for wind farm 

development. 

 Won't be able to see or hear it from the house.  Going to be away from villages & 

not cause any disturbances. 
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 It’s windy and tucked out of the way - unless you are driving along the road it would 

be hard to see. 

 Rather the wind farm than the forest.  We should make use of the areas energy 

resource. 

 

Out of the 30 respondents who answered No to this question, 28 respondents made a total 

of 40 additional comments (some respondents made more than 1 comment which have 

been split for the purpose of analysis).  

Table 3-5: Reasons Against Location 

No, it would be a good location 
because….. 

No. of 
Respondents 

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 2 
Community Benefit 2 
Ecology 1 
Landscape and Visual 17 
Policy and Legislative Context 2 
Socio-economics & Tourism 7 
Other / Non-Specific 9 
Total 40 

 

We have also provided a selection of verbatim comments from respondents not in favour:  

 They should be put up out to sea. 

 It is very much visible driving from Moniaive to Carsphairn and it will not enhance the 

area. 

 Not at the scale that's proposed.  I think there's scope for a smaller development - the 

scale of Cornharrow Hill - 18MW. 

 Totally inappropriate.  Right on the tourist route and visible from the main road. 

 Too close to houses. 

 

Out of the 19 respondents who answered Unsure, 17 respondents made 19 additional 

comments (some respondents made more than 1 comment which have been split out for 

analysis).  These comments have been summarised in Table 3-6. 
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Table 3-6: Unsure about Location   

Unsure about its location because….. 
No. of 

Respondents 
Landscape and Visual 10 
Noise 1 
Policy and Legislative Context 1 
Public & Stakeholder Consultation 3 
The Proposed Development 1 
Other / Non-Specific 3 
Total 19 

 

We have also provided some verbatim comments from respondents who are unsure: 

 If we have to have wind farms I suppose it would be okay. 

 Visually its good, it’s out of the way and not in your face. 

 Don't know where it is.  There is nothing between Moniaive & Carsphairn. 

 Yes & no.  Spoils the countryside.  People move to get away from city life - people 

paying to get away from things like that. 

 

There was also one additional respondent who chose not to answer Question 2.2 but 

provided the comment: 

 Out of sight.  Not bothered. 

Q2.3 Do you have any additional comments, concerns or questions about the Wind Farm 
proposed for Longburn? 

Of the 85 respondents, 51 provided comments. For the purpose of analysis, these have been 

split into 84 separate comments (some respondents expressed more than one comment or 

concern, which have been split out for the purpose of analysis). 

Table 3-7 on the following page lists the numbers of comments, queries and concerns by 

strategic group and all of these comments and concerns are also included in Chapter 4 as 

part of a summary the issues raised.   
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Table 3-7: Concerns about the Wind Farm 

Strategic Groups 
No. of Comments, 

Queries & Concerns 
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 5 
Aviation and Telecommunications 0 
Community Benefit 6 
Ecology 3 
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology 2 
Landscape and Visual 19 
Noise 4 
Ornithology 2 
Policy and Legislative Context 4 
Public & Stakeholder Consultation 3 
Shadow Flicker, Health and Safety and Other 
Considerations 

1 

Socio-economics & Tourism 11 
The Proposed Development 5 
Traffic & Transport 9 
Other / Non-Specific 10 
Total 84 

 

Examples of comments, concerns and queries raised were:  

 I think they're a good thing. 

 Construction will lead to traffic, noise and dust. 

 Will there be access to the site for recreation?  This would be really good. 

 I wouldn't want them just everywhere. 

 Concerned about the ancient archaeological sites with Iron Age Fort. 

 Is there any habitat being lost in changing to a wind farm? 

 Out of sight and behind the hills. 

 I'm more concerned about the pylons - they will criss-cross the countryside. 

 Less impact than Quantan's Hill. 

3.3 Section 3 – Your Community 

Q3.1 Which of the following investment areas do you agree with? 

This question asked respondents to rank 10 discrete investment areas by priority for 

allocating community benefit funding. There was also an opportunity for respondents to 

propose other investment priorities. 

Of 85 respondents, 73 provided ranking information and, the full results are shown in Table 

3-8 below. 
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Table 3-8: Main investment priorities in your community? 

Investment Priorities Disagree 
Neither Disagree nor 

Agree 
Agree 

Affordable Housing 16 14 38 

Maintaining Local Services 8 5 43 

Public Transport 12 16 32 

Skills and Education 10 10 38 

Social Amenities 9 12 35 

Tourism Infrastructure 16 20 19 

Employment Opportunities 7 9 44 

Improved Broadband Connectivity 10 9 39 

Investment in a long-term legacy fund 12 8 36 

Tackling Fuel Poverty 9 7 46 

Three respondents suggested additional priorities with which they strongly agreed and these 

were: 

 Health services 

 Affordable Eco Housing 

 Traffic Management 

Based on these responses, the most supported priorities receiving ‘strongly agree’ or ‘agree’ 

votes were: 

 Tackling Fuel Poverty 

 Employment Opportunities 

 Maintaining Local Services 

Whilst the least supported priority, receiving ‘strong disagree’ or ‘disagree’ votes was: 

 Tourism Infrastructure. 

The other responses fell in between, however; interestingly, some priorities were both 

supported and not supported, for example, Affordable Housing. 

In addition to the ranking priorities set out above, 24 respondents made further comments 

about Community Benefit in response to this question.  These comments largely fell into the 

following four categories: 

 Unhappy with the principle of Community Benefit; 

 Don’t feel that all local people will actually benefit; 

 Don’t like the way it is currently administered; and 

 Happy with the way it is currently administered. 
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Q3.2 What or who do you feel would benefit from specific investment or additional 
resources in your community? 

53 respondents provided a total of 85 comments on what or who might benefit from specific 

investment.  These specific suggestions have been analysed and grouped in line with the 

investment priorities listed in Question 3.1, above. 

Table 3-9:  Investment Priorities 

Investment Priorities 
Number of 

Respondents 
Affordable Housing 5 
Community Benefit Approach/Administration 10 
Employment Opportunities 7 
Improved Broadband Connectivity 3 
Maintaining Local Services 7 
Public Transport 5 
Skills and Education 6 
Social Amenities 15 
Tackling Fuel Poverty 14 
Tourism Infrastructure 3 
Other - Elderly 2 
Other / Non-specific 8 
Total 85 

 

The comments made here diverge slightly from the investments priorities stated in Question 

3.1 with more emphasis placed on social amenities, whilst still including tackling fuel poverty 

as a high priority. This may be due to the fact that respondents have offered specific 

examples of amenities and services with which they are familiar. In addition, a number of 

comments were made about the actual arrangements and administration of the Community 

Benefit funding itself.   

8 of the comments made fell out with these categories (labelled ‘Other / Non-Specific’ 

above), and, of those relevant to the question, two made general statements about 

benefitting the whole community where others offered specific suggestions such as 

installation of a local TV mast, compensation for potential loss of property value, and 

investigation of other renewable energy sources in the area. 
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3.5 Section 4 – Future Consultation 

Q4.1 We have set up a website for the Longburn Wind Farm.  How likely is it that you will 
look at the website? 

Illustration 3-4: How likely is it that you will access the site? 

 

Of the 85 respondents to the questionnaire, 61 (71.8%) said that they were likely to or would 

definitely access the Longburn Wind Farm website. 8 (9.4%) definitely would not access the 

site and 15 (17.6%) were unlikely to. 1 (1.2%) of the respondents did not complete this 

question. 

53 respondents also made 89 comments about what they would like to see on the website, 

with the following table summarising the topics. 

Table 3-10: Suggested Website Content  

Suggested website content Number of Comments 

Community Benefit 8 

Ecology 2 

Landscape and Visual  7 

Noise 1 

Public & Stakeholder Consultation 4 

The Proposed Development  40 

Traffic & Transport 9 

Other / Non-specific 18 

Total 89 
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Q4.2 We are planning a local Public Exhibition later in 2012 where we will be sharing the 
details of the proposal and members of our team will be available to answer questions.  
Would you be interested in attending this event? 

Table 3-11: Would you be interested in attending this event? 

Interested in attending this 
event? 

No. of 
Respondents 

% of Respondents 

Yes 76 89.4 
No 9 10.6 
Total 85 100 

 

Almost 90% (76) of respondents expressed interest in attending the event and 9 (10.6%) 

were not interested in attending the event. 

Q4.3 We will send out further information upon request. 

Of the 85 respondents, 5 said that they did not wish to receive any further information 

regarding the proposal.  A further 6 indicated they would like to be kept informed and 

provided an alternative mailing address. 

3.6 Section 5 – About You 

Q5.1 Contact details 

Question 5.1 asked respondents to provide their contact details so they could be recorded 

against the address list to confirm completion of the survey. 

Q5.2 What is your age? 

Illustration 3-5: What is your age?  
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Illustration 3-5 shows that there are 5 respondents (5.9%) between the ages of 25 and 39. 

Over two-thirds of respondents are between the ages of 40 and 69 (60 respondents or 

70.6%). 12 (14.1%) of respondents are 70 years old or over. 

Q5.3 What is your gender? 

Table 3-10 below shows that 36 (42.4%) of respondents were male and 38 (44.7%) were 

female.  9 (10.6%) of the surveys were filled in by more than one person as a joint response. 

Table 3-10: What is your gender?   

Gender 
No. of 
Respondents 

% of Respondents 

Male 36 42.4 
Female 38 44.7 
Joint response 9 10.6 
Did not complete question 2 2.4 
Total 85 100 

 

Q5.4 Approximately how long have you lived in the area? 

Illustration 3-6: Approximately how long have you lived in the area?  

 

Illustration 3-6 above shows that 45 (52.9%) respondents have lived in the area for more 

than 10 years, 15 (17.6%) have lived there for between six and ten years, 14 (16.5%) have 

lived there for between two and five years, and 7 (8.2%) respondents had lived in the area 

for under two years. 
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Q5.5 Do you take part in any outdoor activities and leisure pursuits? 

Table 3-12: Do you take part in any outdoor activities and leisure pursuits?  

Outdoor Activity or Leisure Pursuit 
No. of 
Respondents 

% of Respondents 

Hill Walking/Rambling 47 55.3 
Micro lighting 1 1.2 
Bird Watching 10 11.8 
Mountain Biking 12 14.1 
Sailing/Rowing 6 7.1 
Fishing 20 23.5 
Other 46 54.1 

 

Table 3-12 shows that 47 (55.3%) of respondents take part in hill walking/rambling activities, 

20 (23.5%) take part in fishing as an outdoor activity/leisure pursuit and 12 (14.1%) take part 

in mountain biking.  Also of note is that 46 (54.1%) of respondents made reference to other 

leisure pursuits and outdoor activities, including: horse riding, shooting, walking, and 

working outdoors. 
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4. Resident Survey Consolidated Issues List 

The following table, Table 4-1, presents a consolidated list of the comments and concerns 

raised by residents throughout the Resident Survey.  These have been grouped in respect of 

the Environmental Impact Assessment topics for ease of reference and review.   

Table 4-1: Resident Survey Consolidated Issues List by Topic 

Topic Issues Raised 

Archaeology and 
Cultural Heritage 

Concerned about the ancient archaeological sites with Iron Age Fort - 
oldest inland settlement - would like to see this preserved so people 
can continue to visit the site and appreciate. 

The construction of a wind farm will damage the interpretation of the 
site due to concrete, the uplands are endangered as it is and should 
be protected. The hill has a long history and was part of the 
clearances that occurred in the area. There is an image pool in 
Stroanfreggan Burn which has provided many interesting iron age 
finds including an 8th century cross. 

Community Benefit 

There should be transparency about how the Community Benefit 
Fund is administered and where the funding goes. 

Money should go directly to community. 

Not interested in more money for the area. 

 It would be better to give everyone free electricity.  Money could be 
used for electricity bills. 

If it’s creating some local employment it’s a good thing. 

Is there an opportunity for a visitor centre? 

Ecology 

How will wildlife, habitats and environment be affected? 

Concerned about the environmental impact of using so much 
concrete to make the bases. 

It is known that wind turbines kill wild goats due to frequency, that’s 
why there are no wild goats anymore. 

Geology, Hydrology 
and Hydrogeology 

Concern about potential impact on water quality for the Glenkens fish 
farm. 

Will private water supplies be affected? 

Landscape and 
Visual  

Very keen to maintain dark skies, I hope that there won't be lights on 
the turbines. 

Changing the character of the countryside and industrialising the 
landscape. 

There are too many wind farms in this area already in addition to 
other proposals also. 
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Topic Issues Raised 

Landscape and 
Visual  

They will have a negative impact on the views and the landscape. 

I don't think it will have a great impact on us.  

I think it will spoil the view, but it isn't so near to the village 
(Kendoon). 

It will have far less impact on the A713 tourist route. 

It’s a good location - remote and out of the way. 

Not too many people living about there, not too near population 
centres. 

Out of sight and behind the hills.  

Why here?  Other hills more suitable only a short distance away. 

Would be better if most wind farms are concentrated in this area. 

Very visible on the road from Carsphairn to Moniaive (B729) and the 
road up the glen. 

Concerned about the scale of the development - smaller would be 
more appropriate. 

Noise Concerned about the noise impact - particularly at nearby homes. 

Ornithology 

Concerned about impact on birds. Good to know what provisions 
would be put in place to protect bird life, and bats. 

Concerned about the effect on golden eagles. 

Policy and 
Legislative Context 

Prefer alternative renewable technology such as hydro, tidal or 
nuclear fusion. 

They should be put up out to sea. 

We should conserve energy first. 

If we have to have wind farms I suppose it would be okay. 

It's not efficient. 

What difference will a wind farm at Carsphairn make to total carbon 
emissions of the UK? 

Public & 
Stakeholder 
Consultation 

It seems to me that they're placed where the local people object. 

It's all about big money and it doesn't matter what I say. 

Unhappy with comment on leaflet about screening views.  Thinks 
survey is a PR play. 

The developers have to work together to provide cumulative 
information on siting, visualisation, noise assessments, access etc. 

Would like more information. 
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Topic Issues Raised 

Shadow Flicker, 
Health and Safety 
and Other 
Considerations 

Concerned about impact of shadow flicker on the roads. 

Socio-economics & 
Tourism 

Concerned about negative impact on tourism. 

Right on the tourist route and visible from the main road. 

No forest to be felled, the site is grazing land. 

Will there be access to the site for recreation?  This would be really 
good. 

I do a lot of mountain biking and I often go up to them for the 
vantage point, but they aren't nice close up. 

Concerned about negative impact on property prices. 

Concerned about a negative impact on the Southern Upland Way 

The Proposed 
Development  

Concerned about the grid connection and how this comes in. 

Concerned about the impact and location of power lines and pylons. 

Where is the Met Mast going? 

Traffic & Transport 

Construction is going to be a huge disruption, worse than the timber 
trucks.  Construction will lead to traffic, noise and dust. 

Concerned about where the site access will go. 

What route will they be using & how will they mitigate disruption? 

Other / Non-specific 

How will wind farm be cleared away? 

Concerned that the development is too close to homes. 

Longburn would have less impact than Quantan's Hill. 

Should be sited sensitively. 

Why is that site so crucial? 

Why isn't it called after the name of the site, like Stroanpatrick? 

Would like to develop my own wind farm. 

Disagree with the Proposal 

Support the proposal / no concerns 

Don't know enough about the wind resource on the site. 

It's very windy up there. 
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Appendix 1 – Resident Survey Questionnaire 

  



 

 
Longburn Wind Farm 
Resident Survey 

1.0 CLIMATE CHANGE, RENEWABLE ENERGY & WIND POWER 

Please tell us how you feel about climate change, renewable energy and the use of wind power. 

Climate Change and Renewable Energy  

1.1 Do you feel that climate change is … Please tick the relevant box. 
 
a major issue  an issue, but not sure how major  
 
not an issue   not sure  

Further comment ………………..………………………………………….......................................................... 

……………………………………………....................................................................................................... 

..………………………………………………………………………………................................................................. 

Wind Energy in the UK 

1.2 Do you think wind power has a part to play in the UK energy mix? 

Yes     No     Unsure  

Further comment ………………..………………………………………….......................................................... 

……………………………………………....................................................................................................... 

..………………………………………………………………………………................................................................. 

1.3  Do you support the use of wind power in the local area? 

Yes     No     Unsure  

Further comment ………………..………………………………………….......................................................... 

……………………………………………....................................................................................................... 

..………………………………………………………………………………................................................................. 

1.4 Do you like the way wind farms look?   

Yes     No     Unsure  

Further comment ………………..………………………………………….......................................................... 

……………………………………………....................................................................................................... 

……………………………………………....................................................................................................... 
 



 

 
Longburn Wind Farm 
Resident Survey 

2.0 WIND FARM AT LONGBURN  
Please tell us how you feel about the wind farm proposed for Longburn. Please refer to 

map showing site location. 

2.1 Before today did you know where the proposed site at Longburn was? 
 Yes    No     Unsure  
 

2.2 Based on the information we have provided, do you feel that the proposed site at 
Longburn would be a good location for a wind farm? 
Yes    No     Unsure  

Please explain your reason(s) …...………………………………….......................................................... 

……………………………………………....................................................................................................... 

..………………………………………………………………………………................................................................. 

……………………………………………....................................................................................................... 

..………………………………………………………………………………................................................................. 

 
2.3 Do you have any additional comments, concerns or questions about the Wind Farm 

proposed for Longburn? 

……………………………………………....................................................................................................... 

..………………………………………………………………………………................................................................. 

..………………………………………………………………………………................................................................. 

..………………………………………………………………………………................................................................. 

Would you like us to provide a response to your comments? 

 Yes    No    
 

2.4 Would you like more information on how the wind farm might affect you or your home? 
 
Yes    No     Not at this time  

Please list additional information you would like  …….......................................................... 

……………………………………………....................................................................................................... 

..………………………………………………………………………………................................................................. 

 



 

 
Longburn Wind Farm 
Resident Survey 

3.0 YOUR COMMUNITY 
Please tell us your views about the opportunity for local community benefits. 

3.1 On a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being strongly disagree, 5 being strongly agree) do you agree that, if 
the project were to go ahead, the proposed community benefit fund should be invested in 
the following areas: 

 

 
 
 

Public transport 

 

Skills and education 

 
Tourism infrastructure 

 
Social Amenities 

 
Affordable Housing 

 
Employment Opportunities 

 
Maintaining local services 

 
Improved broadband 
connectivity 

 
Tackling fuel poverty 

 
Investment in a long-term 
legacy fund 

 
Other … 

 
Further comment ………………..………………………………………….......................................................... 

……………………………………………....................................................................................................... 
 

3.2 What or who do you feel would benefit from specific investment or additional resources in 
your community? 

……………………………………………....................................................................................................... 

..………………………………………………………………………………................................................................. 

..………………………………………………………………………………................................................................. 
 

1   2   3   4   5    

1   2   3   4   5    

1   2   3   4   5    

1   2   3   4   5    

1   2   3   4   5    

1   2   3   4   5    

1   2   3   4   5    

1   2   3   4   5    

Strongly 

disagree 

Strongly 

agree 

1   2   3   4   5    

1   2   3   4   5    

1   2   3   4   5    



 

 
Longburn Wind Farm 
Resident Survey 

4.0 FUTURE CONSULTATION 

4.1 We have set up a website for the Longburn Wind Farm.  How likely is it that you will look 
at the website?  The site address is www.longburnwindfarm.com 

Definitely              Likely   Unlikely    Not at all  
 

What would you like to see on this website? 

…………………………………………….................................................................................................... 

..……………………………………………………………………………….............................................................. 

..……………………………………………………………………………….............................................................. 
 

4.2 We are planning a local Public Exhibition later in 2012 where we will be sharing the 
details of the proposal and members of our team will be available to answer questions.   
Would you be interested in attending this event? Please circle your choice. 

 
Yes / No  I would be interested in attending this event. 
 

4.3 We will send out further information about the Exhibition to all those who received this 
survey.  If you do not wish to receive further information about the Longburn Wind Farm 
Proposal, please tick the box below. 

 
 Please do not send me any more information about the Longburn Wind Farm proposal. 
 
 Please send me information to an alternative mailing address. 
 
Alternative mailing address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

..……………………………………………………………………………….............................................................. 

..……………………………………………………………………………….............................................................. 
 

 



 

 
Longburn Wind Farm 
Resident Survey 

5.0 ABOUT YOU 
Please tell us a little about yourself and your circumstances to help us understand the 

range of views about the proposed wind farm.  

5.1 Name (optional) ..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 Address …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 Postcode ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

5.2 What is your age? 

15 or under      16 – 24     25 – 39      

40 – 54        55 – 69   70 or over  

5.3 What is your gender?  

Male    Female  

5.4 Approximately how long have you lived in the area? 

Under 2 years    2 – 5 years           6 – 10 years  

10 years +              

Please comment if you wish …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5.5 Do you take part in any outdoor activities and leisure pursuits?  Please tick all that apply.    

Hill walking/ Rambling  Microlighting   Bird watching   

Mountain Biking   Sailing/Rowing   Fishing    

Other, please specify ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 

 

 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

 

Time / Date of Interview: 

Interviewer: 

Location of Interview: 
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Appendix 2 – Site Boundary and Study Area
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Appendix 3 – Site Location Map 
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