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BURCOTE WIND & ERG
Burcote Wind is a Scottish renewable energy company based in 
Dunfermline.  We have been operating since 2009 and have four 
projects active throughout Scotland, with our current focus for 
investment in Dumfries and Galloway. 

Burcote has two developments within Dumfries and Galloway; 
the proposed Longburn Wind Farm and Sandy Knowe Wind 
Farm in Upper Nithsdale, which was consented by Dumfries and 
Galloway Council in March 2016.

Last year we agreed a joint venture with ERG Renewables, a large 
Italian utility company, who have built and operate onshore wind 
farms throughout Europe. They have been operating successfully 
in the energy sector for almost 80 years and is the leading wind 
energy operator in Italy and one of the primary operators in 
Europe with over 1,700 MW installed capacity to date. 

LONGBURN WIND FARM
Burcote Wind submitted a planning application for Longburn 
Wind Farm to Dumfries & Galloway Council in June 2016.  The 
proposed development is located approximately 6km due east of 
Carsphairn and 11km west of Moniaive, consisting of ten turbines.  
Each turbine will have a blade tip height of 134m and a capacity of 
up to 2.3MW, giving the scheme a total capacity of up to 23MW.

Burcote has been working on the Longburn site for over 
five years, having previously considered a larger Section 36 
development on the site, firstly with proposals for a 26 turbine 
wind farm before revising down to a 20 turbine scheme.  Taking 
into account feedback from statutory consultees and the 
community Burcote amended the scheme further to the current 
ten turbine layout.

For further information and the latest news about the Longburn Wind Farm proposal, please visit our dedicated project 
website www.longburnwindfarm.com or contact Burcote directly: Tel: 01383 749 645 Email: enquiries@burcotewind.com

MISSION STATEMENT
“To invest in secure sustainable 
energy in a way that benefits the local 
community, conserves the natural 
environment and fulfils a moral 
imperative to combat climate change.”
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FACTS AND FIGURES
•	 10	turbines	with	a	total	installed	capacity	of	upto	23MW.

•	 134m	to	blade	tip	(80m	to	hub).

•	 Potential	to	offset	around	37,600	tonnes	of	CO2	each	year.

•	 Community	Benefit	Fund	worth	up	to	£115,000	annually.

•	 Offer	to	Community	Shared	Ownership	open 
 to local communities.

•	 £30.6m	capital	investment.

•	 5%	price	advantage	for	local	contractors.

KEY IMPROVEMENTS
•	 Reduced	turbine	numbers	by	50%

•	 Increased	the	distance	to	the	nearest	properties	by			
 relocating turbines.

•	 Turbines	have	been	relocated	away	from	Cultural		 	
 Heritage Assets.

•	 Reduction	in	turbine	capacity	to	2.3MW	to	improve			
 efficiency.
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ECONOMIC & SUPPLY 
CHAIN BENEFITS
If consented, Longburn Wind Farm will create significant 

benefits to both the local and regional economies. Longburn will 

represent	a	capital	investment	of	£30.6m,	with	the	potential	to	

create 30 jobs through the construction period. 

In addition to this at Sandy Knowe, we developed a bespoke 

local procurement policy that will afford local contractors a 

5%	price	advantage	when	tendering	for	contracts	on	the	wind	

farm.  Burcote recently began a consultation exercise with local 

businesses and intend to replicate the same model at Longburn. 

Burcote has also signed an MoU with Machrihanish based turbine 

tower manufacturer, CS Wind, committing them to work with CS 

Wind on each of their Scottish projects where possible in order to 

retain as much economic benefit within Scotland as possible.  

COMMUNITY SHARED 
OWNERSHIP
Burcote Wind is leading the way in offering local communities a 

share in the ownership of our developments as we have done at 

our consented Sandy Knowe development in Upper Nithsdale.  

We  are keen to replicate the approach to shared ownership as 

adopted at Sandy Knowe, where we agreed a shared ownership 

deal	with	two	local	Community	Councils	to	share	over	4%	of	

annual revenues from the project.

We have identified potential local partners for our offer of 

Community	Shared	Ownership,	with	discussions	likely	to	be	

completed should a consent be granted by Dumfries & Galloway 

Council. The model would take the form of the Shared Revenue 

model	outlined	in	the	Scottish	Government	Good	Practice	

Principles	for	Shared	Ownership,	where	the	community	partner	

would	buy	into	a	revenue	stream	equivalent	to	around	5%	of	

annual	revenues	from	the	wind	farm.	Our	joint	venture	partners,	

ERG, could also assist in securing the finance required for 

community groups to take up the offer if necessary.

For further information and the latest news about the Longburn Wind Farm proposal, please visit our dedicated project 
website www.longburnwindfarm.com or contact Burcote directly: Tel: 01383 749 645 Email: enquiries@burcotewind.com

COMMUNITY BENEFIT
Beyond the considerable economic benefits, should consent be 

granted, Longburn Wind Farm would generate a Community 

Benefit	Fund	of	up	to	£115,000	per	annum	or	approximately	

£2.88m	over	the	lifetime	of	the	project.			

Throughout the last five years we have engaged with the local 

communities and believe that Longburn Wind Farm represents 

a unique opportunity to create a long lasting legacy for the 

community.  Through our consultation to date a number of key 

local priorities have been identified including support for local 

business and enterprise, social wellbeing and energy efficiency.  

We will continue to be guided by the communities themselves 

and	any	Community	Benefit	and	Community	Ownership	

discussions and agreements will be finalised should consent be 

granted for Longburn Wind Farm.

Tom Barrie: Owner, Currie European Transport: “We 
welcome Burcote’s investment into Dumfries and Galloway, 
especially their preferential local procurement policy.  This could 
provide a real opportunity for Currie European and other locally 
based companies to establish mutually beneficial partnerships 
in the region and would protect the ability of local companies to 
compete within an increasingly challenging marketplace.”

Brian Richardson, Chief Executive, Dumfries & Galloway 
Chamber of Commerce: “We welcome the commitment of 
Burcote and ERG to providing a price advantage for local 
companies working with them in Dumfries & Galloway.  This is 
a very positive and innovative model and is one which we fully 
support as we believe it is vitally important for developers to 
build a network of local contacts and provide as much local 
content as possible.” 

Norman Burns of The Royal Burgh of Sanquhar Community 
Council: “We would like to commend Burcote for their 
approach to the local communities and welcome their offer of 
sharing in the ownership of the wind farm.  Burcote has worked 
very closely with the Community Councils of the Royal Burgh of 
Sanquhar and Kelloholm/Kirkconnel and have agreed a working 
document for the benefit of the residents of our area. This 
provides a great opportunity for us to improve local services 
significantly, work related training and will help breathe new life 
into our community.”


